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Israel strikes targets in Iran; 4 soldiers killed

Targeted military facilities and missile factories

in several regions, says Israel military

[GS Paper II: West Asial

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

targets in Iran on Sa-

turday, killing at least
four soldiers, fulfilling a
vow to avenge a missile
barrage and stirring fears
of a full-scale regional war
in West Asia.

Israel warned Iran
would “pay a heavy price”
if it responded to the
strikes, and the U.S. and
Britain both demanded
Tehran not escalate the
conflict further.

The Islamic republic in-
sisted it had the “right and
the duty” to defend itself,
while its Lebanese ally
Hezbollah said it had tar-

l srael bombed military

geted a southern Israeli air-
base and a northern intelli-
gence base. Confirming the
strikes after explosions
echoed around Tehran,
the Israel military said it
had hit Iranian missile fac-
tories and military facilities
in several regions.

The “retaliatory strike
has been completed and
the mission was fulfilled”,
a military spokesperson
added.

Iran’s military said on
Saturday that only radar
systems were damaged in
pre-dawn Israeli strikes on
Tehran and other provinc-
es and said it was prioritis-
ing a ceasefire in Gaza and
Lebanon. “A large number
of missiles were intercept-

Iran confirms attacks, says strikes caused ‘limited
damage’, insists on ‘right and duty’ to defend itself

Deepening crisis: An Israeli Air Force plane prepares to depart from
an unknown location to attack Iran on Saturday. AP

ed and enemy aircraft
were prevented from en-
tering the country's air-
space,” the statement said.

“While reserving its le-
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gal and legitimate right to
respond at the appropriate
moment, Iran is prioritis-
ing the establishment of a
lasting ceasefire in Gaza

Netanyahu aimed
at sending a clear
message to Iran

The main purpose of the attack
appeared to be sending a clear
message to Tehran that Israel
can reach anywhere in Iran,
but at the same time, his
decision to go for a limited
attack shows signs of caution,
which the Iranians might see
as a result of their hybrid
deterrence. » PAGE 12

and Lebanon,” it added.
Israel had vowed to reta-
liate after October 1, when
Iran fired about 200 mis-
siles in only the second ev-

er direct attack against its
arch-foe. Most of those
missiles were intercepted
but one person was killed.

Iran had said the attack
was retaliation for the kill-
ing of Hezbollah chief Has-
san Nasrallah as well asthe
assassination in Tehran of
Hamas political leader Is-
mail Haniyeh.

The Israeli retaliation
drew condemnation from
Hamas, Iraq, Pakistan, Sy-
ria, and Saudi Arabia,
which warned against
further escalation. Jordan
stated that Israeli jets had
not used its airspace.

At roughly the same
time as Israel struck targets
in Iran, the Syrian state
news agency SANA said an

Israel warns against any response; U.S., Britain
tell Tehran not to further escalate the conflict

Israeli air attack targeted
military positions in cen-
tral and southern Syria.

The Islamic Resistance
in Iraq, a loose network of
pro-Iran factions, claimed
responsibility before dawn
on Saturday for a drone at-
tack against a “military tar-
get” in northern Israel.

U.S. National Security
Council spokesperson
Sean Savett said Israel’s
response to Iran was “an
exercise in self-defence”.

He urged Iran to “cease
its attacks on Israel so that
this cycle of fighting can
end without further
escalation”.

‘HOSTILITIES BENEFIT NONE’
» PAGE 4
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Israel strikes targets in Iran; 4 soldiers Killed
(27 October)

o Israel bombed military targets in Iran on Saturday, killing at least four soldiers, fulfilling
a vow to avenge a missile barrage and stirring fears of a full-scale regional war in
West Asia.

SRS o AR 1 T H Vo7 T8t 9T AT Y, T998 7 ¥ A 9) Afaw AR 77,
TE Uh FAATES AW T deell ol i FHA QU A §U AR aiResr ok & qof dama w3
& ey & ST I 9o gU|

o Israel warned Iran would “pay a heavy price” if it responded to the strikes, and the U.S.
and Britain both demanded Tehran not escalate the conflict further.

SN & el & o AT §X0T goTa T STarel &l &, ot 39 “F8T QI ehledl 95T, 3R
IARFT 3R f9ea St & AT Y foF AgeT JuW 1 379 7 SeIv|

e The lslamic republic insisted it had the “right and the duty” to defend itself, while its
Lebanese ally Hezbollah said it had targeted a southern Israeli airbase and a
northern intelligence base.

SEATH! VRIS of FR SHT el o 3P ITH 39T T&TT Fet T “HFR 3R Faea” §,
STefeh 3 Aderell Fgarit Fsgear o &gl fo 38 v gfaroft gorrarelt gar$ 3rss i v
3ol GBAT 3783 Y Iferd fohar|

e Confirming the strikes after explosions echoed around Tehran, the Israeli military said
it had hit Iranian missile factories and military facilities in several regions.

e H FAFBIET T 3T o ST gl T IfSC I T, FoRTIe AeT o el foh 384 g &1l
# §Te FAuTse FREE! 3R Ao glaensit o1 gHer |

e The “retaliatory strike has been completed and the mission was fulfilled”, a military
spokesperson added.

“gfcreitTera gaver G 81 a1 § 3R FARreT ot QU foham a1 8, Weh H arefrelt o ST
e Iran’s military said on Saturday that only radar systems were damaged in pre-dawn

Israeli strikes on Tehran and other provinces and said it was prioritizing a ceasefire in
Gaza and Lebanon.

ST T QT o7 ATATR T g1 o Qg 3R 317 Widl F qI-HR FSTell gHal 7 hael
TR YOITelt 1 T §3T AR FeT o T Mol 3R Aeerrar 7 Ferd R 1 grerfiienar &
el

e “Alarge number of missiles were intercepted and enemy aircraft were prevented from
entering the country's airspace,” the statement said.
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“Teh 98T FEAT H fAwTE U 1 3N qeaAer & AT &1 27 o argerT H A e @ qehr

IAT,” SATT H gl IAT|

o “While reserving its legal and legitimate right to respond at the appropriate moment,
Iran is prioritizing the establishment of a lasting ceasefire in Gaza and Lebanon,” it
added.

“ﬁamwméﬁ%mﬁmﬁaﬂw%mﬁaﬁg@awﬁgﬁmmaﬂt
AT 3 Teh TR Ferd FARmT 7 TUTTAT &7 G THhar & @1 &, S SsT arm|

e Israel had vowed to retaliate after October 1, when Iran fired about 200 missiles in
only the second ever direct attack against its arch-foe.

SRS o 1 IFEaR o d1¢ TN ool hT vyl TIg oY, ST §eT o 70T THE G o
QeI hareT gav HIeY g H #lers1ar 200 RS Terrs i

e Most of those missiles were intercepted but one person was killed.
3T 3fRenier TRATST &l AehT 31T, wifehed e st T Ald 8l 15|

e Iran had said the attack was retaliation for the killing of Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah as well as the assassination in Tehran of Hamas political leader Ismail
Haniyeh.

ST =1 gl AT foh T GAT Rogeen THE §8 FaTed I gl 3R de A g
TS a1 SEATSH g1fade il gedr a1 ufaeney |

e The lsraeli retaliation drew condemnation from Hamas, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, and
Saudi Arabia, which warned against further escalation.

OIS ¥ fereler Y Tl gAT, §0eh, wifhear, Wi, 3k w5t 3T A gs,
TSegiet 3T T Fadl AT & T&ATH ddra=r &l

o Jordan stated that Israeli jets had not used its airspace.
SIS o e o FITT SITH o 38 ATGaTT T 3TN I8! fohaT|

e Atroughly the same time as Israel struck targets in Iran, the Syrian state news agency
SANA said an Israeli air attack targeted military positions in central and southern Syria.

ST SIS o & H TeIT IR g el fomar, 34 T, MNATS T FAER TH T o
el Toh Ueh STl §aT$ §Aa o shard 3R gfgoft @i & de Rufaat i afera fomam)

e The Islamic Resistance in Irag, a loose network of pro-lran factions, claimed
responsibility before dawn on Saturday for a drone attack against a “military target” in
northern Israel.

U H gEATHT WA, S T4 I[EX T Ueh Eell sieash ¢, o AfAaR AT ga@-6R 7 38
S H “UeT T8 W 31T g7 1 foFAery ot

e U.S. National Security Council spokesperson Sean Savett said Israel’s response to
Iran was “an exercise in self-defense”.
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ARG F TSET FI&T TRE & T AteT 4T o gl 6 Forrae it gfafrar S &
foIT “Fa-geet & v FRard” o
e He urged Iran to “cease its attacks on Israel so that this cycle of fighting can end without
further escalation”.

3ogiel §T T FgT [oh “SoRTIT T 3791 gl d Y dlich Tg HEY T Tsh foaTT 3R 51¢
HATCT 81 Tkl

No more long treks; tribal hamlet gets its first grocery store

The community-owned shop has been set up in Pudukadu village nestled within the Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu; the store brings

relief to people who struggled with sparse modes of transport and the threat of wild animals when traversing the forest to buy essential goods

IGS Paper lil: Environment |

S.P. Saravanan
ERODE

or 35 tribal families
F in Pudukadu, a

small hamlet
nestled within the
Sathyamangalam Tiger
Reserve (STR), the simple
task of buying provisions
involves an arduous trek
of at least 15 kilometres,
sometimes even 54
kilometres. Saturday was a
red letter day for them,
when a provision shop
was opened within their
village.

Rights Education and
Development Centre
(READ), an NGO based in
Sathyamangalam, has set
up a community-owned
shop in the village to serve
the people there. Located
18 kilometres from

Hasanur in the Talamalai
Reserve Forest, the village
is only accessible via a
one-km mud road
branching off from the
Mavallam-Kottadai road.
Most residents are
daily-wage earners, while
a few own plots of rain-fed
land.

As part of its
participatory rural
appraisal programme, the
NGO engaged with the
community to address six
interlinked issues: health
and household care,
leadership, family and
community cohesion,
education, earnings, and
finance. Families pointed
out their difficulty in
accessing stores in
Arepalayam (15 km away),
Talavadi (52 km), or
Sathyamangalam (54 km),

Within reach: The grocery shop at Pudukadu village in Talavadi
Hills of Erode district, Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

seeking a shop within
their own village.

Life-changing move

R. Arulsamy, the
councillor for Ward 6 of
the panchayat, noted that
only a few buses are

available for the people to
reach the shops in nearby
towns, while they face the
threat of wild animals

when traversing the forest.

Pudukadu resident G.
Vinitha, 37, said that
waiting for the bus to

reach Hasanur to buy
provisions has been a
time-consuming affair so
far, often taking half-a-day
for each trip to the shop.
“Now, we can get
essentials in our own
village, which will bring a
big change in our life,” she
said.

READ director R.
Karuppasamy told The
Hindu that the difficulty in
accessing essential
commodities was a major
constraint for these
families. With the support
of a foundation, it was
decided to start a shop.
“We took a few families
and purchased essentials
for ¥50,000 from a
wholesale shop in

Sathyamangalam,” he said,

adding that a resident
would manage the shop

and keep the profits as
income. The day-to-day
sales will be monitored by
the village development
committee (VDC). Funds
generated from sales will
be used for repurchasing
essential products, the
director added.

M. Ranjitham, 45, said
that earlier, residents were
forced to borrow money to
purchase provisions in
bulk quantities and also
spend more on
transportation. “But now,
we can buy whenever we
need,” she said.

The NGO, with the
support of the foundation,
plans to open shops in
four more habitations at
Gethesal, Ittarai, and
Mavallam where people
continue to face similar
challenges.

Nadu.

Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR)

e Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR),
located in the Erode district of Tamil

o FAWHIAH IR Rerd (STR), St affrereg &
wE G & fua g1
e Recognized officially as a tiger reserve in
2013, STR spans approximately 1,411 sq.
km, and is a crucial segment of the Nilgiri
Biosphere Reserve, which stretches across
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Kerala.

o  WATHIAH FI 2013 H 3AFING 7 J T
IR Nerd & &9 7 At fAe, S eresar
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1,411 T3t ol 3 therm 31 &, R g A SRR Rerd &1 0 Agca Ul TS &, S afderg,
FeATesT, 3R HF H Hell g3 &

1. Geographical and Ecological Significance

1. sitnfaw it aIRfEufas #Aga

Location: STR is situated along the Western Ghats and serves as a key ecological corridor
between the Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats, providing a link for wildlife migration across
southern India.

TYTeT: STR aftes) arel & ey [eurd § 3R 75 aftash aret 3k gt arel & & v yaga aifFufas
AFIRT & FT F T FIAT &, ST AT HRA H TIaiial & Jarq & foIv T foleh Yere ear &

Biodiversity: The reserve is home to a rich diversity of flora and fauna, including over 200 bird
species, 34 mammal species, and 29 reptile species. Major wildlife includes tigers, elephants,
leopards, gaurs, and spotted deer.

Sta fafaear: ag Rerd veh gegey fafaerar & ex &, foeet 200 § s valt yenfo, 34 Taerurd
yaTfaat, 3R 29 a0qw yenfaat anfiAe &1 wE aegsiiar 7 ara, g, Hide, w3, 3R geder fRwor
AT B

Vegetation Types: STR is known for its diverse vegetation, ranging from tropical evergreen forests

to dry deciduous forests and scrublands. The dense cover supports various endangered and
endemic species, making it a biodiversity hotspot.

FAEITA THR: STR 3911 fAfaer aereafa & fow S rar €, St ssoresfeatis #greaeRr sieral § da 4@
goiTelt Siareit 3R ST 4 e el 85 81 Belt 31s S W A w3 31k Rfdive yonfort F1 gwdw aA €,
TS a® 78 ve S RfAyar giewdre soar & |

2. Tiger Population and Conservation Efforts
2. 99 STAWEAT 31T TI&TOT JATH

Tiger Density: STR has witnessed a positive trend in tiger numbers due to successful conservation
efforts. According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) and Project Tiger, the
reserve supports a substantial tiger population, estimated at 25-30 tigers as per recent surveys.

T "elcd: STR & Ahol HI&TOT YATRT o SHROT a6 Y HEAT H FhRIcAS Tdfcl ST §| ISR aTer FI&Tor
FIfAFROT (NTCA) 3R NI9iFe TEIR & 78R, Rold & Teh HgedquT 19 STTHEAT &, S gTeT & HAET0l o
38R 25-30 arEl T AT L

Conservation Programs: In collaboration with the Tamil Nadu Forest Department, several
programs are aimed at anti-poaching, habitat restoration, and community engagement to reduce
human-wildlife conflicts. In recent years, technology-driven measures such as camera traps and
drone surveillance have been implemented for enhanced monitoring.
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HETOT FIAHH: ATAATG T FANTT & ATy et S Hrdshd FAFR A, ITary GoaedoeT, 3R wogerr
#Y AfErY Y Fferd A & dIfeh ATId-degoiid TUY Sl T fhaT ST Teh | gTel & ast &, Fawr &u 3R e
farrlt St e farr-amenRRe surat o 5 g IR & fore o fohar a8

3. Cultural and Historical Background

3. giEgpias 3R Wi geasiia

Tribal Communities: STR is inhabited by tribal communities such as the Irula and Soliga tribes,
who have coexisted with the reserve’s ecosystem. The tribes play an essential role in forest
conservation and are often involved in government-led eco-development projects to ensure
sustainable livelihoods.

FAATAT FHET: STR F 3FalT 3R AT STarenfardt S Sy ¥Her Hara sid €, 5t Rord
aIRTEATIR 7 & A1 He-31Tdca # &1 A SIaTTdl aeT IATOT H Ueh FHgcaquT 7fHeRt femmd § 3
3T FRHRI-ARE iR e aR@tsransit & enfdrer gich € arfer Tefd smrsiifashr giafed & s
bl

Historical Significance: The area around Sathyamangalam has been associated with historical
figures such as Veerappan, a former bandit. In recent years, significant efforts have been made to
restore law and order, ensuring safety for both wildlife and visitors.

e Feea: WeATHITeH & AU HI &7 Adgrien cafeFaat Sy dRedsT, Teh I8 S 3 {37 §31 8
gTel & aul #, e[t I STTEAT I T@Tel FXel o folv Agea o yarg forw a1v §, foradt gegraiar 3R
3T et & ToTT GR&T FiATRud g |eh|

4. Government Initiatives and International Recognition

4, FIHRY Tgat 3R FARTSET ATIar

Project Tiger: Established in 1973, Project Tiger has significantly contributed to STR’s conservation
efforts. STR received recognition as a tiger reserve in 2013, joining other reserves under this project.

Yieiee TEIR: 1973 H TR, Wieiee 59N ¥ STR & T&T0T JATET 7 Ageaqor ATer &§am &1 STR &'
39 IRANST & dgd 3T Rl & 9127 2013 # IR RAd & &7 & Agar &l

International Importance: STR is part of the UNESCO-recognized Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve
(since 1986), which underscores its global conservation value and biodiversity significance.

HAWTSET AFed: STR TATH-ATIAT e Al IRFHRIT RTd &7 Tk TG § (1986 1), S 386
AfRereh 10T H{e 3R St fafderar & Agea &1 (@ifdhd Far gl
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Puthari Festival — A
Harvest Celebration in

Tamil Nadu
U Hglewd — dffier
agﬁwmm'q'

Puthari, also known as
"Huthari" or "Pudhar," is
a traditional harvest

feS t I V al C e I e b r a.t ed I n Old tradition: Tribal people celebr;t‘i -

festival, jointly observed by local tribes of the Nilgiris, falls just before the paddy is ready for harvest. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

Tamil Nadu, primarily by
the local tribes in the Nilgiris, particularly in the Puthurvayal area near Gudalur.

U, ﬁl‘@g?ﬂff T TR & AT @ 3 ST ST §, Ueh IR Reh el 3c8d & Sif
ATl AT A HATIT ST &, HEI: e fordl H TALAT Sfiaat eany, [y &9 &
T[T o ITH FYIArTe &9 H|

This festival occurs before the paddy is harvested, symbolizing gratitude and
prayers for a bountiful yield.

I CAIGR HTeT ol hels A Ggel HATIT STl §, ST Teh HHAGH 3Tl & oIl TR 3R
TATHT T Tclieh g |

Significance and Celebrations

Agcd 3R 38T

Puthari holds deep cultural and religious importance among tribal
communities like the Badagas, Kurumbas, and Kotas.

QU T TS, F6aT, 3R BT S SASTcNT FHEAT & S 76T FEpiah AR aifdis

Agca gl

It is a vibrant expression of thanksgiving for the harvest season and serves to
reinforce the bond between humans and nature.

IE B & HIGH o Tl TR T Ueh Siad Y&l & 3R AleTd AR Jepfd o e & aust
I HSTG e T 1Y AT & |
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« The festival involves rituals, community feasts, folk dances, and music,
capturing the essence of traditional tribal lifestyle.

SH 3c8d H IO, WHEIAF e, e e, 3R w3l it g €, St auRes
ST ST ST TR TEJT F &

« Men and women of all ages participate, clad in traditional attire, offering
prayers and celebrating nature’s abundance.

Gl 38 & TRV AR AfGATT TRURe TRUTT 7 #1197 ofd §, TIAT 3T ahid & AR
SR T ST SRRT T ST FHeATd &

Historical Background

vfaeTiie Teasfd

« The origins of Puthari are rooted in ancient agricultural practices.

U T 3cufey et Y w23t # g g

« Many of Tamil Nadu’s tribal communities are agrarian by nature, and harvest
festivals have been an integral part of their cultural practices for centuries.

AT #Tg & s STelollcld HHCRT TTHT & FF &, 3R Bhel 3cqd HicAT § SeThr
e TATHT T Teh 3wl GEAT W@ 2 |

« In fact, Indiais home to various harvest festivals that are celebrated in different
forms, such as Pongal in Tamil Nadu, Onam in Kerala, and Baisakhi in Punjab,
each reflecting the agrarian heritage of its region.

qEdd H, IR H I 5O 3c9d 8ld & S 3Te191-37e19T TT &/ JAATT S 8, oY [
AT oATS & YIeTel, hiel & OMH, 3R Toie & AT, S 379e) &7 T HiY eRIg Y
AT £

Recent Observations and Social Aspects

gTel & daiehe 3N AT T8

« Inrecent years, Tamil Nadu’s Department of Tourism has supported local
festivals like Puthari to promote the cultural heritage of the Nilgiris and boost
tourism in these areas.

gel & Nl &, ATA A1g &1 gdee AT TUNT AR S8 GURT &7 FHT AT g
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clTieh HTeTIIRY T FiEepTcieh €RIGT T dGraT [GAT ST Heb 3R ST &141 7 TFesT ol TG T S
|

« Observing and celebrating Puthari strengthens local community bonds and
serves as a means to preserve the traditions of indigenous tribes.

JART T ideiiched IR 3cHT AT FHETAT oh ST Bl FTG Pl § 3R Fagel
STASTTAIT T GIORT3HT T EITET et T Ueh T TeAdT g |

« Recognizing this cultural heritage, the Tamil Nadu government and local
bodies, with reference to PIB and The Hindu, have also organized awareness

events around Puthari and similar festivals, emphasizing cultural tourism and
eco-tourism as sustainable tourism avenues.

S HEHh LRI T AT ad §T, ATAS T3 TDR IR FATA Ahrar o Ramgs
3R g g o Tesl A TURY 3R HATH 3cdal & TR 3R SAEhAT HRIHAT T AT
foram &, oTa# aiEpiaeh 9des 3R sh-gReH I Tcld 9dee AFT & §9 H Hged fear
AT E

Environmental and Social Aspects

qATEROT 3R AIfSF gge]

« The timing of Puthari, celebrated just before paddy is harvested, aligns with

the agricultural cycles of the region.

TURY T ALY, ST UTeT hl Hels § b Tgol HARIT STl &, &7 T HiY Tshi & AT A
grar el

« This festival underlines the sustainable, nature-centric lifestyle of tribal

communities, where agriculture is closely integrated with local ecology and
social customs.

Ig 3cHT AT HAGTAT 1 T, Fhfa-hfee Shaerdiel st Y@ifehe i &, STel
S T TIRTEITART 3R ArATioTe QfA-Rarsit & @1 fHepedr & Tehiehd gl g

« By valuing traditional practices like Puthari, the region emphasizes the

preservation of biodiversity, a sentiment echoed by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change.
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AR S IRYReR 13T 1 Hged ST, T &1 SiT fafderar & wxefor W AR AT g, S
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Koya Tribal
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The Koya tribe is a
significant indigenous
ethnic group primarily
found in the states of
Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, with
populations also in
parts of Madhya
Pradesh and
Maharashtra.

Long trek: A Koya tribal woman from Konda ein Mljlu_gu district of Teiangana carrying Mahua oilto T;dvéi,

FAgcaqot nfeardr
LN
commonly bartered for sunflower or groundnut oil. NAGARA GOPAL
G”Eila ‘H*HC\E" %-, S J:lj(.‘sq |GS Paper I: Society |

G @ AT 3R AT F&A H IIRAT A1 &, R ACT yeor AR AgRISe o Fo fowa 7 of
fAara Far |

The Koya people speak the Koya language, which belongs to the Dravidian family of
languages.

ST AT YT AT STcTd &, ST IS ATV IRAR AT g

The Koya tribe has a rich history and cultural heritage, known for their traditional
practices, including farming, hunting, and gathering.

1T STeTSiTicl 3T Ueh HHGH STaierd 3R Aiehiceh eRieT 8, S 319eh ¥, R, 31k wargor
wT3T & forw STt Sl 81

Economy: The Koya tribe primarily engages in agriculture, cultivating crops like rice,
millets, and pulses. They also gather forest products, which form a crucial part of their
livelihood.

IFESITEYT: AT SAol ] ALY & A F & ForaeT g, a7 Ao, aor, 3R a1l S8 FEat
I WAT T ST &1 T T 3cTTeT 1 T HIUE A §, ST 3eTeh ST AT 3T Ueh Hged 0T Te T

SAqTR |

Social Structure: The Koya tribe has a distinct social organization, with village councils
(Panchayati Raj institutions) playing a crucial role in governance and community
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decision-making.
HTATINF GIIAT: AT STASATTS T Teh [ITASe ATATTI TaTa &, Fa# ana dhr aRwe
(el TreT HEAT) AT R Arerdes fAoT ot 7 Fgcaqut sfRe fAsmeh §

e 2005: Introduction of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, aimed at recognizing the rights of tribal
communities over their ancestral lands.

e 2021: The National Tribal Research Institute was established to promote research on
tribal cultures and issues.

Coldplay and Diljit Dosanjh’s Concerts
Hreste 3R fEesia axasr & sleac

Coldplay and Diljit Dosanjh’s concerts are high-profile music events drawing large
audiences across India and globally.

Fresca 3R Reea SHTEr & Fileac ITa-Ahsd Talid FRIHH ¢ o AR 3K IRa=w
TR W §3 & T 3THINT ad B

e Coldplay, a British rock band formed in 1996, is known for hits like "Yellow," "Fix
You," and "Viva La Vida."

Flestel, Ueh fafeer A &3 51 1996 # oo, fRe a1t o1& "Ia," "Rearwr g, 3R "far &
vida" & fore ST STl &

o They are celebrated for their immersive concerts featuring visual effects, elaborate
stage setups, and interactive performances.

3¢ faoparer ghareH, RAFqa ¥eor 3, 3R sexufded waale arer 3o Tl Fleac
% T FaRT ST B

e Coldplay last performed in India in 2016 at the Global Citizen Festival in Mumbai,
which attracted massive crowds and featured an array of international and Indian
artists, highlighting global issues such as poverty and sustainable development.

hIesTel o HRA H INTEA aR 2016 H Ha§ & Telaer AT Si¥eae # e T,
S aeT faemer 913 &1 3 id fohar 3R 383 [AffiesT 3aRTseT 3R IR SadrR
A &, 5 AR Hegh o T R T Fard &1 39mR #d ¢

e Diljit Dosanjh, a Punjabi singer, actor, and performer, is renowned for his vibrant,
energetic live performances.

feersiia QXTeT, T USATdY I, 31TAAdT, 3R HeThR, 39T Sliad, FolrdrT osd Y&
& forw gy &1

e Known for songs like "Do You Know" and "G.O.A.T," he combines traditional Punjabi
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beats with contemporary music styles, appealing to a broad audience in India and
abroad.

"Do You Know" 3R "G.0.A.T" S 3T o foIT SATe STeT aTel, a8 IRIRe Tatrell died
T HHSTG Gl ATt & A1y Asd &, [oras ag swRa 3R At 7 sarae gdfet &
TR L §

o Diljitis also a prominent Bollywood actor, which amplifies his fanbase, leading to
sold-out concerts and events in both India and North America.

feersiier Ueh v atelgs 3rfAsrar off §, fad 37 oo # gefer gie 8, 3R 3ot
Hiede 3R HIHHA gl R iR e 3ARHT A e o1t

¢ These concerts are managed through professional ticketing platforms due to high
demand, and the illegal sale of tickets or "scalping" (reselling tickets at inflated prices)
is monitored by law enforcement to ensure fair access for fans and curb black-market
activities.

SoT BlcHC T YT 3T AT & HRUT YA fehiear colewat & Aregs I fFar Srar g,
3R feahet Y Jrater farshr m "eehfedar (9 gg ecl o feshel bl et Srefel) R hiefed
Jacte EaRT IR 1 ST & 1feh siwent & forw fayswar uga giafad $r o @ 3l
hTel STSTR T IATATErRT IR 3eper ST ST Heh |

e The Enforcement Directorate's (ED) involvement indicates a significant investigation,
likely targeting large-scale or organized illegal ticket sales in these major cities.

yaciel fAeRmmer ($21) 1 (NeRY Uesh Hgea ol SITer ol Hehdl &l &, ST HITad: o1 JHE
QT F 3 AT IR AT FarfS 3% feare fashy i offera R W g
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$25-mn pandemic fund goes
to curb ‘zoonotic’ diseases

The Union government has launched a project to improve animal health security in a partnership

with the Asian Development Bank, World Bank and Food and Agriculture Organization

GS Paper Il:
Government Initiative

in Health Sector

he Centre has start-
T ed work on the $25-

million G-20 pan-
demic fund project to im-
prove animal health in
India as part of an effort to
improve the preparedness
and response to
pandemics.

Union Animal Husban-
dry Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh launched the project
on Friday. It is designed to
enhance the country’s
“animal health security”
by upgrading and expand-
ing animal health laborato-
ries and developing labora-
tory networks. This will

Strengthening infrastructure: The fund will be used to upgrade
and expand animal health laboratories. AP

warning, laboratory infras-
tructure development, and

at high risk of emerging in-
fections as per the infec-

borne by the mosquito vec-
tors Aedes aegypti and
Aedes albopictus.

“This pandemic fund
project addressing human
health through the lens of
animal health would re-
duce the risk posed by a
pathogen emerging from
animal (domesticated or
wildlife) and transmitting
to the human population
endangering their health,
nutrition security, and live-
lihoods of vulnerable pop-
ulation (small-holding
farmers, especially wo-
men),” Mr. Mitra said.

The fund is aimed at de-
veloping human capacity-
building initiatives to en-
hance the skills and capa-

help curb zoonotic  cross-border  collabora- tious diseases index. “In-  bilities of animal health
diseases. tion, and would create a  dia scored low (42.8) on  human resources. It will al-
The Centre said the pro-  more integrated system for  the Global Health Security  so be used to upgrade data

ject, in partnership with
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), the World
Bank and the Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO), would be imple-
mented with the fund to be
utilised by August 2026.
Mr. Singh said the fund
supported the existing in-
itiatives of his department
through enhancing disease
surveillance, including ge-
nomic and environmental
surveillance for early

monitoring and managing
“zoonotic” diseases.

Alka Upadhyaya, Secre-
tary of the Ministry, said
the fund was designed to
bolster animal health se-
curity and the initiative for
pandemic preparedness
and response marked a sig-
nificant step towards build-
ing a resilient framework
to safeguard the country.

Union Animal Husban-
dry Commissioner Abhijit
Mitra said the country was

Index with a high level of
environmental risks and
public health vulnerabili-
ties. Sixty per cent of path-
ogens that cause human
diseases come from dom-
estic animals or wildlife,
and 75% of emerging hu-
man pathogens are of ani-
mal origin,” he said. Cli-
mate change was
intensifying the risks and
frequency of zoonotic dis-
ease in India, he said, cit-
ing the example of diseases

management systems, and
enhancing analytics capa-
bilities will enable better
risk assessment, improved
decision-making and more
effective communication
strategies related to animal
health risks. The project
hopes to strengthen insti-
tutional capacity at both
national and regional le-
vels by supporting the de-
velopment of a disaster
management framework
for the livestock sector.
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$25-mn pandemic fund goes to curb ‘zoonotic’
diseases

The Union government has launched a project to improve animal
health security in a partnership with the Asian Development
Bank, World Bank and Food and Agriculture Organization.

e The Centre has started work on the $25-million G-20 pandemic fund project to
improve animal health in India as part of an effort to improve preparedness and response to
pandemics.

che; o HIRT H U] TATELY ol GUR o [T $25 FATAAT G-20 HEA F19 aR=A ST 7= 1y
& fohaT 8, ST HETART &t Rt 3R wfafshar & gur & gare 1 Rear g |

e Union Animal Husbandry Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh launched the project on
Friday.

FErT gepaTerst #A ST Toret g ¥ YHaR 1 58 TRANSTAT 1 YR fhar|
e The project is designed to enhance the country’s “animal health security” by upgrading
and expanding animal health laboratories and developing laboratory networks.

Ig TREYSIAT T FARELY THIRITT3 o1 3931s 3R faETRe shdet iR yierermer s
Fareh TRy et 3 GaIT 2T T 9] TR FUAT” T T & o0 a8 1S 31|

e This will help curb zoonotic diseases.
g FAeH NATRET T AT et # FHag Hm|
e The project, in partnership with the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the World Bank,

and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), would be implemented with the
fund to be utilized by August 2026.

I IR el Sqeraede d (ADB), faea 3, 31N @rey 31k FT wereet (FA0) & wry
HISIERY H IATS ST, 3R Tg I HITE 2026 T 3YATIT F 1T ST

e Mr. Singh said the fund supported the existing initiatives of his department through
enhancing disease surveillance, including genomic and environmental surveillance for early
warning, laboratory infrastructure development, and cross-border collaboration.

#t g ¥ g7 o TE IV 3Tk AT I AlSIET TEal T AT AT &, Toras drATRET 1
forarrett &t Sere eanfier 8, fowed qd daresh & forw siefaers 3R vaferoiia faarmeh,
FRANITRATAAT ITTELIAT Tehrd, 31 AT R T enfaer &1
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e It would create a more integrated system for monitoring and managing “zoonotic”
diseases.

g “STeted SATRAT T TTTRIT 3R Fetre & foTT Ueh 31feIeh Tehiehc JUTTell S=ATwar|

e Alka Upadhyaya, Secretary of the Ministry, said the fund was designed to bolster
animal health security and the initiative for pandemic preparedness and response
marked a significant step towards building a resilient framework to safeguard the
country.

3TEHT SUTEATY, HATIY hT HTeId, = gl foh TG hIT I TIELY FI&TT &l Holgd il o [T
f3arset famar aram & 31 srgTamdy iy AR si wfafransit & fow gger der drgean & faw
T ordlell oldT Jailel & &R # Teh Ageaquf #eA g

e Union Animal Husbandry Commissioner Abhijit Mitra said the country was at high
risk of emerging infections as per the infectious diseases index.

FEXT weTere ITgF AN T ¥ g1 o o7 Wb Q1T & FawhiT & TR 39
HhHATN & 3T @A AL

e India scored low (42.8) on the Global Health Security Index with a high level of
environmental risks and public health vulnerabilities.

AR o e FaET ot Guais W (42.8) HA FhR a8, fows aieavoi shfes 3k
AT STioteh FATELT h AT Iod TR WL |

e Sixty percent of pathogens that cause human diseases come from domestic animals or
wildlife, and 75% of emerging human pathogens are of animal origin.

AT STATRET T HIROT Fete dlel FUTSteT ST HTS T Bl ATFaR] AT qeq=iial 6 3T g,
3R 75% 3R aTel HeTd YN TR HA H B B |

e Climate change was intensifying the risks and frequency of zoonotic disease in
India, citing the example of diseases borne by the mosquito vectors Aedes aegypti and
Aedes albopictus.

STeTaTy IRece AR & Saifeeh STATRET & SiE# 3R Mg =l a1 @18, fad #Aeex
dereY T3 Ufored) 3N UgH Uealfeed U glel arell STATRET &1 3a18<0r [Gam aram g |

e This pandemic fund project addressing human health through the lens of animal health
would reduce the risk posed by a pathogen emerging from animals (domesticated or
wildlife) and transmitting to the human population endangering their health, nutrition
security, and livelihoods of vulnerable populations (small-holding farmers, especially
women).

Tg HETHAIY I IRANSTAT T FAELA & TCChI0T H HATeTd TIELY 1 TN HICA §T
STTTaRT (B AT Fo-dotd) ¥ 3cee glel aTel FUTSIel & SHTEH &I A S iR 58 AT
STTEET ?—quuﬁ 8 Aeh &M, TSTHA 3oTeh Tareed, UIVoT JRETT, 3N HHSR SAHET (S
fraTa, [y 9 & A3 & ShaaTaTdeT sl T 819 |
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e The fund is aimed at developing human capacity-building initiatives to enhance the
skills and capabilities of animal health human resources.

IE IV ATeTd &THAT AT Ggail o faehrer o for wifete &, TS ue) Tareed Al @t &
hierer 31 &THAT3I Sl TSRIT ST Tah |

e It will also be used to upgrade data management systems, and enhancing analytics
capabilities will enable better risk assessment, improved decision-making, and
more effective communication strategies related to animal health risks.

YT 3TAT 3T YT YOTTAT bl 3799S et o forv off fopar see, 31k fedwoneas
THAT3 Y TGITT Sgek S Hediehe, GUIRA [AUTI-f#ToT, 3R ag Fareey sifeaAt @
T 3T TG AR I0TATATT Y HETH HLT|

e The project hopes to strengthen institutional capacity at both national and regional
levels by supporting the development of a disaster management framework for the
livestock sector.

T IRAISTAT TSE 3T &1 St TR I FEUTfes &THaT Sl HA et I 3TRATHCAT &,
TSI gereret &7 & ToIT TaeT YeereT are & fenrd o1 HadeT afde |

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

Established: 1966

Headquarters: Manila, Philippines

Members: 68 members (49 from Asia)

Purpose: The ADB aims to promote social and economic development in Asia. It provides loans,
technical assistance, grants, and equity investments to promote sustainable economic growth and
reduce poverty.

o TUYAT: 1966

o HEATAT: Heilell, Theldig

o WEET: 68 LT (49 tlRATH)

o 3E&RT: ADB FHT 35T TR & ArAToIR 3R 3R faehrr Y TgTaT &1 ¥ | Tg KT, dTehetieht
HETI, 31eTelet, 3R Goit fo¥aer Tt el & crfeh TUTY 3fYeh faenrar 3iR It Seaferet feam 1T
e

Poverty Reduction: ADB focuses on poverty alleviation through economic development and
infrastructure projects.

TR 37T ADB 3T faera 3R 31aER==T aRAISAT3T & ATeTH T T AT i W &A1 Higd
FATE|
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Sustainable Development: ADB emphasizes sustainability in development projects to ensure long-
term environmental and social benefits.

T RH1T: ADB fahrT TRASTAT3IT 7 FE2RAT WX SR ST § dTfeh &raiehlforeh qaTaroiir 3R @i omer
giafad fhe s ah|

Regional Cooperation: ADB promotes regional cooperation in Asia to enhance connectivity and
collaboration among member countries.

&Yy ggAeT: ADB URIAT 7 &Y G Y SraT ST & drfes AeeT &2it & iy ueh 31N AT Y Seram
STHES|

In 2022, ADB approved a $4.5 billion loan to India to improve infrastructure and enhance the health
sector, focusing on COVID-19 response and recovery.

2022 #, ADB & $TRcl o IaHTAT H FUR 3 FETELY &7 1 d6T o feIT COVID-19 Fafshar iR gawifea
IX AT HIG HICA G $4.5 [ feret st #or Ao fopam|

The World Bank

Established: 1944

Headquarters: Washington, D.C., USA

Members: 189 member countries

Purpose: The World Bank provides financial and technical assistance to developing countries to
reduce poverty and promote economic development.

o FYIYAT: 1944

o HEIATY: aTRIaTe, ST, JUHT

o WEET: 189 TEET o

o 3aed: [T s Tashrareiier &2it & faeiiar 3{R dehsiiehl HETIAT WETel Shdl & dlfsh IRTST had shl I
o 31 3fes e &t Serar fear 5 aeh |

Development Goals: World Bank's mission includes achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGS) by 2030.

o o8 fava S& 1 AL 2030 dF dd AT 63T (SDGs) &Y 9Ted AT & |

Funding: The World Bank funds projects in areas like education, health, agriculture, and
infrastructure.

farer aiwor: faeq e R1aT, Tareey, ¥, 3R 3rad@Tw=1 i a3t & TR Ff faqafa wxarg|

Research and Data: The Bank conducts extensive research and provides data to help countries in
policy-making.

FregaeTeT 3R 32T o e TFHATOT & Hgrrar & forw sardes 3rqaneT 3R e7 v aarg|

In 2023, the World Bank announced initiatives to support countries in addressing the impacts of
climate change, focusing on resilience and sustainability.

2023 #, faeg deh F 2T T STerary IR & Firat & feivest & forw s ot hr ggel 1, Sif f&uwar ik
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HgeA2Meldl W higd &
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Established: 1945

Headquarters: Rome, Italy

Members: 194 member nations

Purpose: FAO aims to eliminate hunger, food insecurity, and malnutrition. It also works to make
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries more productive and sustainable.

o  ¥FYI9HT: 1945
o W: QTFT, 3?."5?[
o WEET: 194 TETT &2
o 3EE&RT: FAO FT 3662% W, WIEY YT 3R FHUIVUT l FHTC HIAT 8 | Fg i, arfehy, ik
AT 1 318 3curees 3R e ST & fow T hear 2
e [Food Security: FAO focuses on ensuring access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food for all.

o WIGH & FAO T & forw qiied, et 3R wifSeeh siister AR hiat TR eaTeT Shigd A g |

e Sustainable Agriculture: FAO promotes sustainable practices to protect natural resources and
enhance productivity.

o TUR F: FAO T fdeh TATEAT T T&TT 3R ScUTERAT ol o forT TR J2AT31 Y Serar g |
e Policy Development: FAO assists countries in developing agricultural policies and strategies.

o oAy RrspTa: FAO 3T Y ¥ Tt 3R TuT=hTcrat o fashrer & Hgrre e €|
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Have a light?

Dark times have befallen the small units making safety matches in Kovilpatti of Tamil

Nadu as mechanisation and cheap imported lighters have hit the labourers hard

oor residents of Kovilpatti near
Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu still depend on
the manufacture of safety matches for

their survival. But mechanisation of
the manufacture process has caused immense
loss of work to the labourers.

A century ago, people in the region depended
on agriculture, working in paddy fields during the
rainy season. As unemployment led to various
problems in society, a few landlords of Sivakasi
went to Kolkata where matchboxes were made in
large numbers. There they learnt the basics of the
work, and launched the matchbox business back
home in 1923.

They established printing presses as ancillary
units and the available chemicals helped them
make fireworks. The Janata government, which
came to power at the Centre in 1977, recognised
matchbox manufacturing as a cottage industry.

Sivakasi — known equally as a mecca for
printing ‘god calendars’ and cinema posters and
most of all for its accident-prone firecracker

industry — housed some 200 match-making units
in 2011. No special skill or training is required to
be engaged in this industry. Women, children,
elderly, and physically challenged make match
boxes from their homes.

However, the introduction of machines in
production a couple of decades ago was a big
blow to them and the arrival of Chinese-made
cigarette lighters ruined the industry further. Rise
in the prices of raw materials, drop in the
incentive for export, and removal of matchbox
manufacturing from the list of cottage industries
wreaked havoc on the struggling industry.

The annual turnover of the industry,
predominantly present in Virudhunagar,
Thoothukudi and Tenkasi districts, which was
around 2,000 crore earlier, has dipped to 800
crore. This led to job loss as many units run for
only four days a week.

The people of Kovilpatti are now hoping for
intervention from the government to steady their
sinking livelihood.

Have a light?

Inflammable mixture: Chemicals being prepared before the sticks are dipped into it to make matchsticks.

Dark times have befallen the small units making safety matches in
Kovilpatti of Tamil Nadu as mechanisation and cheap imported
lighters have hit the labourers hard

e Poor residents of Kovilpatti near Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu still depend on the
manufacture of safety matches for their survival.

Fifaeraedt e farfaat i Rarwr), affrererg & o 39 shiaenr & forv gefara
AT & fAsATor o3 A e usar g |

e But mechanisation of the manufacturing process has caused immense loss of work to
the labourers.

AT 3carga Ufehar I FIRRIFHIOT oF ATART & fAT AT 1o Y BT AT HROT 5T 2T
gl

Historical Background

e A century ago, people in the region depended on agriculture, working in paddy fields
during the rainy season.

Teh HE Ug e, SH &1 & aileT Fi¥ 0 e 4, arier & Ales 7 orer & @t 7 e e A
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As unemployment led to various problems in society, a few landlords of Sivakasi went
to Kolkata where matchboxes were made in large numbers.

ST RS o FaATST A e et 6t sea o, o Ramerh & $o seiier Srasmar
T STET S5 HEIT H AT & f3ea §a10 31 |

There they learnt the basics of the work, and launched the matchbox business back
home in 1923.

61 3egiel I HT FAAEY a1t A 3N AT F B 1 sgawr 1923 H 39 & A9H Y&
|

Development of the Industry

They established printing presses as ancillary units and the available chemicals
helped them make fireworks.

3giel TEITh SHISAT & T H SUWTA TATAT ThT 3R 3T THRAT o 3¢ Y Felled &

Heg H

The Janata government, which came to power at the Centre in 1977, recognised
matchbox manufacturing as a cottage industry.

1977 & g, 7 HAT H TS STl AR o ATTAH o f3a o SeuTest & FER 3eaqNr & &9

HAleTAT S|

Sivakasi — known equally as a mecca for printing ‘god calendars’ and cinema posters
and most of all for its accident-prone firecracker industry — housed some 200
match-making units in 2011.

fRrarerdY — ST $eaT & Frasv 3 AT & Qe & forw veh dredfeel & §9 7 ST Sar &
3R HE TGohT SH GHEAT-FEUT YT 3G & T — & 2011 #H 78797 200 ATFAH Fotret
$ ghrsar of

No special skill or training is required to be engaged in this industry.

S 3T o9 T§=1 & Forw 1S T shierer a1 9fRYator hr 3maegehar Ag g &

Women, children, elderly, and physically challenged make matchboxes from their
homes.

AT, T=4, T, 3R AR T & RArretiar oler 379e) eRt & A1 & fSed T 2

Challenges Faced

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel:

However, the introduction of machines in production a couple of decades ago was a big
blow to them and the arrival of Chinese-made cigarette lighters ruined the industry
further.
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glelifeh, A &I Ug el ScuTest H T T YEHT Ie7eh [T Teh o137 et oY 3R et fafdta

Why are swing
States critical in
this U.S. election?

Which are the battleground States?
How are Trump and Harris tailoring
their messages to woo voters?

[GS Paper II: UP Election |

The story so far:

round 24.4 crore people are eligible to
A vote for the U.S. presidential election

slated for November 5. In 2020,
two-thirds of the eligible voters voted. The next
President of the U.S. will be decided less by
these national numbers than by a few thousand
voters in some key places, which are called
battleground or swing States, thanks to the
unique features of the country’s electoral
system.

What transpired in the last two elections?
The last two elections of 2016 and 2020
demonstrated the outsize impact of the swing
factor in several States, even as the country
became more polarised. In 2020, President Joe
Biden had a national lead of around 70 lakh
votes over Donald Trump, but what mattered
more were the small margins with which he won
key States. Of around 67 lakh votes cast in
Pennsylvania, Mr. Biden led over Mr. Trump by
81,660; in Michigan, he had 1.54 lakh more, of
the total 54 lakh polled; in Wisconsin, Mr. Biden
led by just 20,682 votes in a total of more than
32 lakh votes.

In 2016, Mr. Trump had trailed his Democratic
opponent Hillary Clinton by two percentage
points, which was in excess of 20 lakh votes, but
he could still emerge as the winner because he

won key swing

Even a minor swing States. For
among significant instance, he won
voting blocs in the Pennsylvania by
swing States could turn 44,292 votes of the
the tide either way. total 61.7 lakh votes
Both presidential i polled; Wisconsin
Rahe . by 22,748 of the 30
candidates are trying t0  |akh vores; and
tailor their message Michigan, by
targeting these States 10,704 of the 48
ahead of election day  lakh votes polled.
on November 5 A .
How is the winner
chosen?

The winner of the U.S. presidential contest is

_ selected not by a majority of national popular
votes, but by a majority in the electoral college
of 538, which is 270. Members of the electoral
college are apportioned between the States.
Most U.S. States have a “winner-takes-it-all”
system that allots all electors to the candidate
who gets more popular votes. So, whether a
candidate has one or one million votes more
than their opponent in California, for instance,
all 54 electoral college votes of the State, will be
awarded to him or her.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel:

FRAPRE ATFET & AR o 36717 I 3R T Fae < feam|

° Rise in the prices of raw materials, drop in the
incentive for export, and removal of matchbox
manufacturing from the list of cottage industries wreaked
havoc on the struggling industry.

Fed AT o a7 gefer, e & forw cumger 7 %, 3k
AT o f3d & ScuTeet S FER 3R 1 G & ger=
HESRT 3G9 I g SATAT ¢ |

° The annual turnover of the industry,
predominantly present in Virudhunagar, Thoothukudi,

and Tenkasi districts, which was around %2,000 crore
earlier, has dipped to %800 crore.

5 3T 7 AT FRER, S HET T F RFYAR, g5
3R AT fSell 3 &, ST Iger 1978197 22,000 FIUS AT, TTHT
%800 FAS B ITATE |

° This led to job loss as many units run for only four
days a week.

sﬂ@m#aﬁgéwﬁsarésaﬁsﬁmmﬁm
et Terc &1
° The people of Kovilpatti are now hoping for

intervention from the government to steady their
sinking livelihood.

FIATICE & oIT 379 79T garelt AT ol FEUT avted o folTw
WHR W §EIT A 37 R B R

Why are swing states critical in this
U.S. election?

° Around 24.4 crore people are eligible to vote for
the U.S. presidential election slated for November 5.

SIS 24.4 FAF AN Z,0H. Toga ey Tara & foIw 5 aaa

de A F AT
° In 2020, two-thirds of the eligible voters voted.
2020 #, &Y TAgTS AT AGSTan3it f aie Sraf|
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The next President of the U.S. will be decided less by these national numbers than by a
few thousand voters in some key places, which are called battleground or swing
States, thanks to the unique features of the country’s electoral system.

37Tl G, UH. AT ST TSET FEATHT T JoleT H FS THT TUTeAl R FHS §oTR HAASTATAT
AT 31Tk o foham SITeaT, foieg SteaT3s I1 fEaer T3 gl ST &, S &2 i YoATdy Jotelr
T fafrse [aRIVdT3it & FRoTE |

Past Elections and Swing States

The last two elections of 2016 and 2020 demonstrated the outsize impact of the swing
factor in several States, even as the country became more polarised.

2016 31 2020 % ool a1 ATl o S Tt 7 Reaar haex & I3 Je7Ta  Jaiid foha,
Stafeh &r 3R greighe &1 91|

In 2020, President Joe Biden had a national lead of around 70 lakh votes over Donald
Trump, but what mattered more were the small margins with which he won key States.

2020 #, Tsgufa ST I153 FT SlATes T TR 313797 70 AT aYE T TSI Fod AT, eifehet ST
STl 318k HgcaquT AT a8 o 37 B AIfSteT o A1 i 3egiet Yo et A S|

Of around 67 lakh votes cast in Pennsylvania, Mr. Biden led over Mr. Trump by
81,660; in Michigan, he had 1.54 lakh more, of the total 54 lakh polled; in Wisconsin,
Mr. Biden led by just 20,682 votes in a total of more than 32 lakh votes.

YATAATAIT 3 3Tel ITT TTIET 67 AT aYel H, 2 153 o 47 €7 9N 81,660 FI ded T1S;
AR #, 3o7h T el 54 @ H 1.54 AT 3T &; RAEpifewet &, A g3 H o AH

20,682 Qe o, a’rgmsz g gie ¥ 3178 |

In 2016, Mr. Trump had trailed his Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton by two
percentage points, which was in excess of 20 lakh votes, but he could still emerge as
the winner because he won key swing States.

2016 #, 1 ¢U & 39eT SANFRF ufdgagd! R fFeres @ v ufderd 3/ @ fi3 4, S 20
T A 3718 9, AfeheT ag T off s 51 T il Segiet 9@ feaer It 1 S
form|

For instance, he won Pennsylvania by 44,292 votes of the total 61.7 lakh votes polled;
Wisconsin by 22,748 of the 30 lakh votes; and Michigan, by 10,704 of the 48 lakh
votes polled.

3CTEXT & IV, 3glel Yflea o il el 61.7 o1 AT & § 44,292 AT @ iy, faewifeqe
T 30 AT A1 H T 22,748 dic T; 3R TATA9NT 7 48 I1@ ae H & 10,704 dic & Sidr|

Winner Selection Process
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e The winner of the U.S. presidential contest is selected not by a majority of national
popular votes, but by a majority in the electoral college of 538, which is 270.

qw.vgﬁgmmﬁﬁmn@wﬁaﬁuﬁﬁ%agﬂﬁﬁaﬁmsss & SAFER
Flatel # 270 & TgA A AT AT S|

e Members of the ;Iectoral college are apportioned between the States.
SAIFCIS Dlolol & TEET T4l & a1 fasnfaa gia g1

e Most U.S. States have a “winner-takes-it-all” system that allots all electors to the
candidate who gets more popular votes.

rfRrshTer 3ARY Tal H Ueh “fastar ¥a & o ST g JoTel gich & it Teft foaTerent &l 37
3FAICAR &1 ATdfed HLar & Y 31T SR e grcg s |

e So, whether a candidate has one or one million votes more than their opponent in
California, for instance, all 54 electoral college votes of the State, will be awarded to him
or her.

safer, arg el 3FIgar & ard Hfawifear 7 39 wfdggedr 8 e a1 v fAfaas aie
37 &, 39 T & T 54 SAFERA Fidtor ale 39 IT 39 U ST |

e Similarly, all 19 electoral college votes of Pennsylvania will be awarded to the winner
of the popular votes within that State, regardless of the margin.

T e, IR fAAT & T3 19 SAFER PlaleT ale 3T T b HIa’ AT aYel & fasrar
o feT SATTeT, =g ag Afolel o 3 8|

e This system could create the anomaly of a candidate winning the election, without
winning more popular votes than the opponent, nationally.

Ig GUTTell Teh A 3FHIGAN & oA Siictel T fawerfer deT oY Hevell &, ST TSET TR T
gfdegedr ¥ 317 As g ae 761 sidar g |
e Thatis also why the main opponents this time, Mr. Trump and Democrat Kamala

Harris, are trying to turn the battleground States in their favour in the last lap of
campaigning ahead of election day.

TET HRT & foh 58 9 7T icieged!, A1 €9 3N A Faa e RE, To1d feaq A ugel &
3iTAH TIROT 7 AAEATIS TSN T 3797 T&T F kel ol HITAT FIIL & |

Key States for 2024 Election

e Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, Nevada, Arizona, and North Carolina
are the battleground States of 2024; and the contest between Mr. Trump and Ms.
Harris is a dead heat, going by all opinion polls.

Yafeafaar, A, Resifeas, Fiforar, Aarer, TR, 31 At FAfar 2024 &
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T3 Us §; 3 AN <0 3R A A & e af i farer |efy Ty Ader & 3TER T
A RAfa A 8

The average polling error for more than five decades in the U.S. is 3.4%.
.09, 7 qta et @ 3178 & forw sihaa Adee 1 3.4% 81

In all the seven swing States, in nearly all the polls, the leading candidate has a lead
well within this margin.

Gl |ret Reder st A, Srerer Wl Aereral H, AW 3FACAR Y Sd 38 ATforet & AT B

Like the last two elections, the margins could be very narrow and these States will
decide who will be the President for the next four years.

et & ToATal T g, AT SE HAIOT &1 Fehell & HX I A Tg T LI b 31T IR st
& forw sl Tseafa ghom|

It is also possible that most of these States could swing to either side, as it happened in
the last two elections, rather than being evenly divided between the two.

Ie o1 TeTa & fob 378 A TSI U TSl & YoATal shr g el Ueh T&T &l 3R g Feohcl
&, oI 37 foh It & org TATA §9  faeniard ail

Impact of Minor Changes
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Even a minor swing among significant voting blocs in these States could turn the tide
either way.

o1 Tl H HEcaqUT ATGTAT WHE! o srel Ueh BIC 4 gJehra off Ul &l dofe gehaTr g |
Both candidates are trying to tailor their messages, particularly targeting these States.
aleil 3FHICAR 3191 WaRi Y IeThTad hiet T HIRANA R T 8, [T &9 & 51 Tl
GIGEERGIN

For instance, Latinos make up nearly a quarter of Arizona’s voters.

3ETER0T & forw, afeat carareT TRSAAT & AagTansit & v s s« § 1

That possibly explains Mr. Trump’s recent attempts to portray his opponent as being
disrespectful of the Catholic church.

e ATIE AT T & BT TATAT h1 TIST AT & foh 96 3791 Sfdcdedr s Fafos a< &t
3YHTT ST aTelT e@T I &

In Georgia, Black votes count considerably, and Mr. Trump has been trying to mobilise
them behind his anti-immigration politics.

ST 3, FTel FA FHIHHT AT T 8, 3R A T 3% 379e RAAef 3rvaras Teeifa & i
ST e T HIRAA R E & |
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Latest polling figures show Mr. Trump gaining more ground among Latinos and Blacks.

&TeT & Adere 37Ts fe@ra & o &Y e dfea 31 @rer Adeansit & &g 31faF 3R s )
gl

Michigan, a State that turned Republican in 2016 and Democrat in 2020, has around
two lakh Muslim voters.

AR, T VI T S 2016 F RufeerereT 31X 2020  SHshe ST, 3 ITH STIT379T & 1
AR AdGATL |

Democrats, and Ms. Harris, face a crisis of credibility among them, against the
backdrop of the conflict in West Asia.

SAYHEH AR G B, 3e7eh drer arRaw=liarar #1 Hahe ol ATHAT X g ¢, ot qfvas vhrar
oY & HEH H B

They may not vote for Mr. Trump but could turn indifferent towards Ms. Harris.

a0 &0 & AT dle 781 X Tehd iferet ol eRE & 9fa sereia g ashal 8

Mr. Trump had won North Carolina in 2016 and 2020, but Ms. Harris is making some
new inroads, according to polls.

A1 g9 = 2016 3R 2020 H AT FAFAAT Sl oY, Afehet o & RA T AT FAA TV E,
TS1eTeh 3R AT |

Final Stretch of the Campaign
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In the last stretch, there will be further concentration of firepower by both sides on the
small numbers that count as big in the elections.

31H TROT H, YeATal H Hecaqul Al ST aTel BIE A8l W Sl T&it earT 3N 3ifereh Hfera
o ST |

Catching the swing voters in these States is what both candidates are focusing on now.

3T Tl H G ATGTATIHT T ThaAT alall SFHIGIRT T 379 JeT EATT & |
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What is the flight protocol for a bomb threat?

What has been the loss incurred by Indian aviation due to frequent security threats? What are the

Standards and Recommended Practices to tackle this? Who sets up and monitors aviation

guidelines? Can existing laws be tweaked to hand out more stringent punishment to offenders?

GS Paper lll: Internal Security |
Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:
ver nearly two weeks, almost all
Indian carriers including the Tata
group airlines — Air India, Vistara,
and Air India Express — as well as
IndiGo, Alliance Air, and Star Air have faced a
wave of threats, resulting in emergency
responses and rerouting. There has been
military fighter jet interception of some of the
flights when they were in international airspace
after the crew squawked an emergency
transponder code. While all the threats have
been determined to be a hoax, they have still led
to significant flight delays and financial losses to
the airlines, about 13 lakh-%17 lakh an hour.

What do we know about the threats?
According to the Union Civil Aviation Minister,
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu, most threats have
been through social media. Intelligence agencies
are looking into the issue and there is a strong
possibility of cases being registered. As the
threats are largely of an online nature, the
tracking of IP addresses and virtual private
network use are in focus. The Minister added
that even if intuition was that it could be a hoax,
nothing was being left unchecked. India has
nearly 4,000 flight operations in a day, he said,
and within the timeline since the threats began,
this would mean over 275 threats for 48,000

‘Tackling hoax
calls will
require a lot
of investment
in technology
such as
advanced call
tracking
systems’

Disruption: An Air India flight that made an emergency landing in
Thiruvananthapuram, on August 22, after a bomb threat. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

What is the Flight protocol for a bomb
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flights. He said that efforts were on to make
changes in the aviation laws in order to have a
strong framework in place. There has been one
detention so far — of a teenager who made hoax
calls. Representatives of some of the social
media platforms concerned have indicated that
they are “committed to crack down on terror
threats being made against Indian flights”.

What is the aviation security architecture?
Almost all the main security guidelines and
directives are rooted in the International Civil
Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) Annex 17-Aviation
Security (Restricted). An ICAO spokesperson
told The Hindu that the formulation and
adoption of Standards and Recommended
Practices (SARPs) for international civil aviation
are important, which are detailed in technical
annexes to the Convention on International Civil
Aviation — also called the Chicago Convention.
The ICAO has measures against acts of “‘unlawful
interference against civil aviation throughout the
world’. The SARPs for international aviation
security form Annex 17 to the Chicago
Convention.

There is also the ICAO Aviation Security
Manual (Doc 8973-Restricted) which assists
ICAO member-states. The spokesperson said
that Annex 17 and Doc 8973 are under constant
review keeping in mind new threats and
evolving technological developments. The
spokesperson added that there are restrictions
to the information on (member-) state
discussions regarding the evolution of security
matters, the resulting assessments, and the
associated mitigation measures. Specific ICAO
guidance on security matters is restricted.

In India, the nodal agency concerned is the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security. Its main
responsibility is to have in place standards and
measures for the security of civilian flights. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
concerned with safety. Other agencies involved,
directly and indirectly, include the Airports
Authority of India; the Central Industrial
Security Force; the National Security Guard; the
Intelligence Bureau; the Research and Analysis
Wing; the Ministry of Home Affairs, and the
higher judiciary.

In the context of the threats, amendments
could be planned to the Aircraft Act 1934, the
Aircraft Rules 1937, and subordinate pieces of
legislation to ensure stringent punishment and
placing offenders on a ‘no-fly list’. The Minister
highlighted planned amendments to the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of
Civil Aviation Act, 1982, which would allow legal
action even when the aircraft is on the ground.
Regulations now focus on in-flight incidents.

An official said that in every airport, the
operator, airlines, and security agencies have
procedures to handle security threats based on
approved documents. He said, “Every airport is
prepared to handle such situations as the
procedures are regularly tested and updated.”
There are specific documents but they are
restricted. Contingency procedures for unusual
occurrences include bomb threats (and aircraft
isolation), hijacks, radio communication failure,
and other emergencies associated with aircraft.

A pilot who flies the Boeing 777 aircraft says a
threat is taken very seriously and there are
procedures for the crew. Air traffic control
agencies also have procedures.

How are threats to be handled?

An aviation security expert who served in
various geographical domains has told The
Hindu that hoax calls are of a specific or
non-specific nature. While specific details about
the hoax calls in the Indian context might not be
publicly available, the issue has highlighted
systemic issues that concern standardised
procedures, guidelines, training, technological
limitations, communication gaps, and regulatory
challenges.

Tackling hoax calls, for instance, according to
the expert, would require investment in
technology such as advanced call tracking
systems, Al-powered call analysis, voice stress
analysis, comprehensive threat assessment, and
rewards and incentives for informers. The
expert says the industry must look at emerging
technologies such as quantum computing,
having an aviation cybersecurity framework,
pitching for a global hoax call database, having
Al-powered chatbots for initial threat
assessment, and putting in place enhanced
psychological profiling of callers.

An aviation safety expert and a former
member of the Civil Aviation Safety Advisory
Council suggests placing the photographs of
offenders on social media and on display at
airports.

threat?
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e Over nearly two weeks, almost all Indian carriers, including the Tata group airlines —
Air India, Vistara, and Air India Express — as well as IndiGo, Alliance Air, and Star
Air have faced a wave of threats, resulting in emergency responses and rerouting.

CIITHAT &Y gl H, ST Tl HRAT a8, TSIT# <TeT WHE TIeTseq — T 334,
frEam, 30T vIR ST v — & 9rY-ary 329N, e vy, 31N TR v AT AT 8, U
AT T oG T TTHAT AT I3T, i IRUTHETET Irarcenreller gfafsham 3k ge:
AT ga|

e There has been military fighter jet interception of some of the flights when they were
in international airspace after the crew squawked an emergency transponder code.

g@mﬁ?ﬁtﬂﬂﬂgﬂ@téﬂt&ﬁgﬂméﬁﬂt@ﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁ
ITYTAHTelT EFAYIST HI8 TFdIh [haT|

e While all the threats have been determined to be a hoax, they have still led to significant
flight delays and financial losses to the airlines, about ¥13 lakh-¥17 lakh an hour.

gleliteh @efY erafenall €ET g1at & &9 H iR T 9715 &, T #fY 3egiet Taemgail sl Ageaqu!
3311 & &3 3R et sFaTer o1 ATHAT et & T FoTaR foham, oramerer 313 -7 o
gfa ae|

Details About the Threats

e According to the Union Civil Aviation Minister, Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu, most
threats have been through social media.

e AR 3353+ #, FhoTRIg WAATee 193 & 37AR, Jiferenier gafenar gierer Afsar
& ATETA T IS § |

e Intelligence agencies are looking into the issue and there is a strong possibility of
cases being registered.

g1 TS AT 58 Hed T e Y T 8 3R ATHEAT & TSHH0T & Teh Holed HHITAT B |
e As the threats are largely of an online nature, the tracking of IP addresses and virtual
private network use are in focus.

feh aAfRaT 93 YA R Hfererger Tasa 1 &, 1P 9 3R I3 wigde Acad & 3uANT A
¢ HET Bl H g

e The Minister added that even if intuition was that it could be a hoax, nothing was being
left unchecked.

AT 1 ST R a7 €1 uom Ig Y 3 g vk 9T g ek 8, TR ot e oY arareT A e

BIST ST TGT 27|

e India has nearly 4,000 flight operations in a day, he said, and within the timeline since
the threats began, this would mean over 275 threats for 48,000 flights.
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3eglel e foh HIRC # YT feret oaTe1aT 4,000 31T HelTelel 811 €, R ST & TrAfH AT YT S &,
SHPT Acdold B19TT 48,000 3311 & T 275 & 0+ awATFAT|

He said that efforts were on to make changes in the aviation laws in order to have a
strong framework in place.

37g1o1 el [oh IZSTT Fefell H TGl oled oh [TT TATH fohT STT T8 § ATTeh Teh AT araT
IR TR ST | |

There has been one detention so far — of a teenager who made hoax calls.
mmwﬁmﬁg‘%%—w%&ﬂtﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁeﬁl

Representatives of some of the social media platforms concerned have indicated that
they are “committed to crack down on terror threats being made against Indian flights.”

o el o Frerer AT cewEAt & wiafAftet o deand oA g o @ (R 337t & [Eerd
forT aTw 3T arAfEHRT S v FI & fov gfdeey 81

Aviation Security Architecture
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Almost all the main security guidelines and directives are rooted in the International
Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) Annex 17-Aviation Security (Restricted).

crarerar gl 7y grat fader 3k R srawrsdia arerRe 3353+ weree (1IcA0) &
IoTelaeTsh 173359+ Y&T (STaaierd) # [Afea 8|

An ICAO spokesperson told The Hindu that the formulation and adoption of Standards
and Recommended Practices (SARPs) for international civil aviation are important,

which are detailed in technical annexes to the Convention on International Civil
Aviation — also called the Chicago Convention.

TS ICAO TaedT of & g 8 FgT o 3TeRrseI ATeTRe 3589+ o folv At 3R repeifda
TATHT (SARPs) T THHATOT T 30T HEeaqUT &, ST HAWTSET AR IZ5T| W TFA ol
& dhelieh! HeTeraarshl H faEdd & — o R wedae st g ST ¢ |

The ICAO has measures against acts of ‘unlawful interference’ against civil aviation
throughout the world.

ICAO & ITH feas1y & ARTR 3554 & Wt ARIefel gETaTT & il & Qe 3urr §

The SARPs for international aviation security form Annex 17 to the Chicago
Convention.

HATSERT 3351 GI&T o fIT SARPs TR FFAeret o IT referaeteh 17 =Tl 8 |

There is also the ICAO Aviation Security Manual (Doc 8973—Restricted) which
assists ICAO member-states.

ICAO 33T FI&TT AT (319 8973-faaftrar) o & ST ICAO HEFT-TSAT hT HGRIT FAT B |

The spokesperson said that Annex 17 and Doc 8973 are under constant review keeping
in mind new threats and evolving technological developments.
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AT & el fob 3eJelasten 17 3 Steh 8973 775 eraAfFal AR e awaiihr e & e
H 7@ gU AT aa & HefieT ¢ |
e The spokesperson added that there are restrictions to the information on (member-)

state discussions regarding the evolution of security matters, the resulting
assessments, and the associated mitigation measures.

SeIehell = S1ST foh (HEEd-) A T T3t o &I ATH! & (s, IRUTEAETET Areheret,
3R Fefaa fAaror 3urat fr SR R afaar §
e Specific ICAO guidance on security matters is restricted.

&t ATat R fAfdse icao AR afaefa &

India’s Nodal Agency

e InIndia, the nodal agency concerned is the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security.
HRA H, H T AISeT TAHT ARTRE 3337 GRam =g & |

e Its main responsibility is to have in place standards and measures for the security of
civilian flights.

$Hh! HET AR AR 3371 Y FI&TT & T ATeTehl 3R 39T &0l A T8 |
e The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is concerned with safety.
AT 33T AIASATT (DGCA) FI&T & FfIT & |

e Other agencies involved, directly and indirectly, include the Airports Authority of India;
the Central Industrial Security Force; the National Security Guard; the Intelligence
Bureau; the Research and Analysis Wing; the Ministry of Home Affairs, and the
higher judiciary.

Tca8T 3R ITTET F9 H AT T TATHAT & HIR & gaT$ 37531 Wfdaor, F3 sitg@fos
&I I, ASEI YI&TT TS, FIRAAT s, Irewentar R fyeerwor e, ayg wamery, 3R 3=

T |

Legislative Changes and Procedures

e |n the context of the threats, amendments could be planned to the Aircraft Act 1934,
the Aircraft Rules 1937, and subordinate pieces of legislation to ensure stringent
punishment and placing offenders on a ‘no-fly list’.

gATHAT & o H, Tenerar faana srfarfaasT 1934, A& A9 1937, 311 arehaey faeumhy
ZehsT T ANSTeT FATS ST Hebcll § cllieh HOR &8 G Tare fohar ST Feh 3R JroRrierat &t al-
FaTS fore 3 @1 ST I |

e The Minister highlighted planned amendments to the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against Safety of Civil Aviation Act, 1982, which would allow legal action even when
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the aircraft is on the ground.

#A o AR 33T T AT & FFard 33y Feal F goat JfAfagw, 1982 # Aot o
91T FRATTAT TR GhT2T STET, ST Hlefell HIETE hY 3TH T ST, 87eT &1 faaTet STaliey T gl

Regulations now focus on in-flight incidents.
faferare 319 331 & SRt TeaTait W earet Figd R £

An official said that in every airport, the operator, airlines, and security agencies have
procedures to handle security threats based on approved documents.

Teh U o e foh G2 FaTS 333 W, TR, TIRATSH, 3N FI&T Toifardi & urg
ITTATTE GETASIl 3 JTER 9 Y& Tt T HefTolet o foIw wihamd 8 |

He said, “Every airport is prepared to handle such situations as the procedures are regularly
tested and updated.”

3egiel ohgl, “g gaTs 37337 0 Tl & faues & forw dur § i ufshae g o a
o170 3R 39T Hr AT g 1”

There are specific documents but they are restricted.

$o [afIse gxdrast ¢ e 9 yfaafaa gl

Contingency procedures for unusual occurrences include bomb threats (and aircraft

isolation), hijacks, radio communication failure, and other emergencies associated
with aircraft.

3THTHTT 13T & TIT ATATdhTel e UFhaTe 3 a8 A fHAT (31 [FH 3re919), gsat®,
I R RAwedr, 3tk Fae & G9fq 3= 3mara feufaat anfaa €

A pilot who flies the Boeing 777 aircraft says a threat is taken very seriously and there
are procedures for the crew.

AT 777 AT 35T ared qu«cﬁrq’su%wmaﬁag?rmﬂwﬁﬁmm%w%
& T yframe g
Air traffic control agencies also have procedures.

Ty ATt =T T At & are ot afand §

Handling Threats in Aviation Security
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An aviation security expert who served in various geographical domains has told The
Hindu that hoax calls are of a specific or non-specific nature.

Teh TaHTeT=T GR&TT FaIw, St fafdiee sitanfaes et A qara gon €, 1 g Rgar saman &
araTes) Fier fafirse a7 iRt ywfa & g1a 8

While specific details about the hoax calls in the Indian context might not be publicly
available, the issue has highlighted systemic issues that concern standardised

procedures, guidelines, training, technological limitations, communication gaps,
and regulatory challenges.
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gTelifoh HRATT TEaT 7 LIETYST il o R H ATAse Faor Arasticie 9 I 3T 61 &l
Hehdl, 3 Hee o Wiautfars fqeal 1 359K fohar & St Atershpd wfshamsit, AR,
wiRvaToT, SR e, Fur siawre, 3R fomrs getfaat @ d@efa g

e Tackling hoax calls, for instance, according to the expert, would require investment in
technology such as advanced call tracking systems, Al-powered call analysis,

voice stress analysis, comprehensive threat assessment, and rewards and
incentives for informers.

T & AR, @St e § fues & forv wegifrh 7 fader & smaegsrdr g, sia
Foold HieT & fhaT FRATCH, TIHTE-HHITA HieT [T, TG TI1d fARATOT, SATIH G FT
raelet, Y FaeT & arell & fore qrEnR 3R diewee|

e The expert says the industry must look at emerging technologies such as quantum
computing, having an aviation cybersecurity framework, pitching for a global hoax
call database, having Al-powered chatbots for initial threat assessment, and putting in
place enhanced psychological profiling of callers.

faerwar Fgd € o 3citer @1 33 wieaifaferat o eare S afew, S araies wegfe,
fAATeTeT W3R &t a1 o1 81T, AT rETerd Fier ST & ToIv Foi1a T, IRIFS Tk
& 3TTholeT & foT T3ms-wanfad dedre 81T, 3R il aiet aTdll T 3eld A A AS
WIS foter ore] et |

e An aviation safety expert and a former member of the Civil Aviation Safety Advisory

Council suggests placing the photographs of offenders on social media and on
display at airports.

Teh AT &t faRIvst 3R ARTRE 3353 Y& HelehR TRYE & I Feed = Jroferat
Y aEIN Frerer AT O 3R gar$ 3rgEt Wy T e r gea e

The Successor of Tata Trusts: Noel Tata

e Noel Tata has been appointed as the head of Tata Trusts, the largest shareholder of
Tata Sons, the parent company of the salt-to-software conglomerate.

AT TTET T ST TECH & THE & &9 A [gerd fahar aram 8, St eTel 69 & Fad 93 RAURS
g, il T3 @ oleh HIFCAIR deh & FHTIY T Hel hdall 8 |

e His role would be crucial in shaping the family’s legacy in philanthropy and in the
running of the Group.

3eTehr {1 IRER T €RIGT 1 &1 7 3R g & HaTels 7 AGeaqOr grant|
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The unanimous decision of the Tata Trust's board to appoint 66-year-old Noel Naval
Tata as their Chairman has catapulted him into the limelight.

TRT TFE F A5 & WAWFA 0T & 66 Ty YT QT TTET T 3oTeh IERT & & H gl
farar aran B, et 3¢ giiai A en e g

Noel Tata is twenty years younger than Ratan Naval Tata (RNT), who was known to his
industry peers and colleagues at the Tata Group.

ATl ST T oTdTel STeT (ARTEAEN) H €I Wl BIE &, [Sie¢ <1eT THE o 3T A2t 3R
AT o ST AT ST AT

He has been associated with various businesses of the salt-to-software global
conglomerate for more than four decades.

g AHE W AiFedA ARG T & faffee cHaural & IR gerhl A S EUE|
Aside from his recent rise as Chairman of Tata Trusts, Noel also heads the Tata

Group’s highly successful fashion retail company Trent Ltd, which he founded in
1998.

TIET TECH & IEYRT oh & H §ToT T Je T & 3Helldl, AT TT HHE $T 3l Hhel hareT
Rer el e fafAes & v ot €, fSraehT urder 3egiet 1998 # & 4|

As of March 31, 2024, Trent operated 232 Westside, 545 Zudio, and 34 stores across
other lifestyle categories.

31 AT 2024 b, &€ o 232 AFCHIFS, 545 F A IR 37 ST el AT0rAt 7 34 TR F@rfard
[Eadl

Its net profit tripled in FY24 to ¥1,477 crore, from ¥394 crore a year ago, largely
credited to Noel’s leadership and decision-making.

ST YEY AT FY24 H T1,477 FAUT T =T &1 31T, SiT TSl el 394 03 AT, S
AT AT A Aqfed 3R A0 olet T &Ta3it 1 S e S g |

Personal Background

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel:

Noel Tata was born in December 1957 in Mumbai.

AT eTeT e 1957 7 Ha§ A YeTgu |

He is the son of Naval Tata, RNT’s father, and Simone Tata, RNT’s step-mother.
IE AT €1eT & 9¢ g, S IRTACT & Tar 8, 3R AT erer, S 3iResdr dr @idel A7
RNT had two half-sisters, Shireen and Deanna Jejeebhoy.

ARTACT Fr a7 Fielt agat 2, R 317 Baran st

As per reports, RNT made his two half-sisters the executors of his will, dedicating his
financial assets and investments, estimated at about 10,000 crore, to philanthropy.
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Ratel & 3TER, IRTAE F 379el &1 Hiclell Tgai1 T 3T aETd & FIIFRY g T,
3T 3T focir gufarat 31 @3l &, S Sere1eT 10,000 FS & &9 F 377 1S, g1 & T
AT R

Education

e Noel studied at Mumbai’s prestigious Cathedral and John Connon School and
graduated with a Bachelor’s in Economics from the University of Sussex in Britain.

Aree o Ha$ & afafSod Fage 3R AT FieteT Faer 7 Ters 1 3R et & waww
freafagarery @ sreemes & wras i f3aft wred

e He later obtained a management degree from INSEAD in France, one of the world’s
leading business schools.

3egiel §TG # T & INSEAD & areret oy f3aft ureet 1, Sir gfera & yoq@ sgmaR facarerat A 4
TH gl

Role at Tata Trusts

e Asthe head of Tata Trusts, the largest shareholder of Tata Sons with more than 66%
holding, Noel’s role would be crucial in shaping the Tata family’s legacy in philanthropy
and in the running of the Group.

€T SFEH o JHW o &Y H, Sil ST WH T Ho4 F37 AATURF &, 66% F Ao e &
1Y, AT T ${fAT IREAR T eRIET T &1t H IR WHg & Tellelol & Hgeaqor g1

e Changes made to the article of association of Tata Sons in 2022 limit Noel from
holding the dual positions of Chairman of the Trust and Tata Sons, which was the case
with RNT until 2012.

TIET §W & WIAETer & 2022 # fhU 31T Sgalrtd AU oY e 3T eTeT T & 37¢T8eT & &l Uar
T YROT el T Uehc] o, SIT ITRTICT oh ATY 2012 Teh T ATHT AT|

e For afew months in 2016-17, RNT held dual positions when he became interim
Chairman to regain control of the Group from Cyrus Mistry, the former Tata Sons
Chairman who passed away in a car accident in September 2022.

2016-17 H HS HEIAT oh [T, HRTAET o FRHA TIAT & T H e ${fAHTT 781 5T
3egiel WIS A @ Fogg IR AAFA0T Gof: Tt el oh foIT ShRISTR FHTT, SiY TTel 69 & qd
3787 ¥ 3R S e 2022 7 T FR gHea 7 e gr e

Assertive Role of Tata Trusts

e Inamarked departure from the past, Tata Trusts for the first time was seen asserting
its right as the largest shareholder of Tata Sons in 2016 when RNT, then 79, led a
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boardroom battle to oust Cyrus Mistry as executive Chairman of Tata Sons.

TS W T TISC IRAAT H, TTET TECH Tgell IR 2016 H T HH & TR 93 AATURF &
wﬁmmﬁwﬁamgﬁmwmmﬂamaﬁwﬁmm
oI TTET T o FTAHRI HEYET & IS U §CIol oh [T Ueh AISTH 31§ T oAcjed [haT|

e Since then, Tata Trusts has become a proactive shareholder to ensure group
companies perform effectively so that more capital could come in the form of dividend,
to be deployed in philanthropic activities.

d9 9, TTCT el U Wihd AANURS e IT § cllieh TG Il THTET §9 F YG2TeT Y Foh
drfer 31Tereh YTt ATeTer & &9 3 317 e, fSaeht 39T gretrenss arfafaftray &1 faam s e

e In this context, while Noel, as chairman of Tata Trusts, will have no executive role in
Tata Sons, he will still play a pivotal role in group affairs to shape its future.

3 el H, STafeh AU, TTeT TECH & HEART & T H, T 6 H FIS FTASRY ${fAT 6T
T, I HIHG & ATHEA A 39l AT ${fAHT AT A1feh SHeb HTasT 1 TR feam =i
&1

Removal of Cyrus Mistry

e In 2016, Tata Sons decided to remove Cyrus Mistry as Director of the company after
he was ousted as chairman, as he allegedly breached trust by leaking confidential
information.

2016 #, TTeT TF o U & e & T F 953d AT & gera 1 ATy forn, 9 3%
37TeT Ue A §ETAT ITAT, Fifeh 3o7 I MY 1T SRR olieh st T 3TRIT AT

e Along with Tata Trusts, other shareholders, including some Tata Companies holding
Tata Sons shares and others like Noel, were required to prove their majority.

CIET SECH o ATY, 317 AIVURH, ToTeT e ereT shufera of enfirer of St erer 66 & R
wﬁ%ﬁﬁméﬁﬁw,ﬁmﬁ@amm@rmamzm

e The Mistry family, who are related to the Tatas through marriage and hold more than
18% stake in Tata Sons, chose to oppose the move.

A oRar, St faae & Aregsw & erensit @ gafada § 3R aer 39 # 18% @ 3fs e
WA §, 7 39 s H &1 A el a1 Ao form|

Noel's Decision

e Noel, according to people familiar with the case, along with his mother Simone Tata,
stood by RNT rather than siding with Cyrus Mistry, who was his wife Aloo (Mistry)
Tata's brother.
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ATAS & IRFAT 1 & 3THR, AT, 3l 77 RAAeT 1T 5 T1, HRCAEN & JeT 7 TS gV
o for ared Al &, 3 37T geat 3ma (fAE) erer & s 2

e Sources said it was a critical decision by Noel given the sensitivity of his relationship.
YAt =¥ gl foh I +A1Te CaRT Teh Hgeaqor faotar 2T, 78 S@d gU fob 3eieh Recy &
HageTeherdr|

e While on one side he had his affection for his wife's brother, he had to weigh it against
the Tata Group’s organisational integrity.

Teh 3, 3eTah Toall & 31T o UTd 3oTeht 9o T, Qifehed 3¢ 34 <TeT Hofg 1 eI J@sar &
f&rems diera am|

e Noel chose the latter.
AT o AR I FoT|

e Along with his mother, also a shareholder in Tata Sons, Noel gave the power of

attorney to RNT giving his elder brother the mandate to decide the course of action,
sources told The Hindu.

39T AT, ST ST T ahT 3T Teh AUIURSE &, o A1, AT of ITRTICT ol TSR 97 e,
e 3575 93 TS &I FNATS T 0T oiet o1 STA1eer &2, At = & g aar|

Far-sighted Decisions

e Besides this, Noel has proved to be far-sighted in business decisions.
S8 3TeITT, FAUel o SqaHTT fotat 7 graeff arfaa frar g
e He set up Trent, under his mother Simone’s guidance, in 1998, making the group's

entry into the retail sector, much before retail became a buzzword among
conglomerates.

3egiel 3at AT AT F ATieels 7 1998 # £ 1 T U191 1, fad Fofg 1 gar & A
El'q‘?r'g'w,sﬂﬁqs& T Qe Hg! & o< Ueh gl fawg 51 51w |

e It was the earliest profitable entry into the retail world and Noel built this business
step by step, store by store.

Ig YT T 7 Tl Ugol I AT wiafte oY 3N A o 36 SHaHT Sl 90T &Y AT,
FER T FER F17|

e Noel was appointed as a Non-Executive Director of Trent in August 2010 and
thereafter as Chairman in March 2014.

AT T IIE 2010 H S AT IN-FRISRI g2 3R T 916 ART 2014 7 ETaT & &I H
fagera foram ara|

e Prior to that, he served as the Managing Director of the company for more than 11
years where he oversaw Trent’s growth across formats, from one store in Mumbai to
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more than 800 now.

3TY U, Ielel YT o cHIEATTRT fAeerd & &9 7 11 @ 31 0F auf g Jar &1, Figr
3761e1 ST T J Tt T TR T, ST Ha$ 7 T TR A Too 39 800 W HAF T 15|

e Trentin the earlier form was the well-known fast moving consumer goods brand
Lakme, which was set up by his mother.

¢C Ugel & &9 A GTHGH BRee AT HFSGAT M §71S AFa AT, oIl 3eTeht A7 o TA1f fovam
a7
e |t dealt with cosmetics, toiletries, and perfumes.
g FIEATead, eraaredt, 3N ITFRIHA F SATIR T AT
e This business was divested to Hindustan Unilever later.
58 cqaaTy I 1e # RgFarer faelat s s |

e From early on, Noel handled the consumer business of the Tata Group unlike RNT
who focused on high tech and core sectors.

QEITT H EY, ATl &1 TTeT HHE o STHIFAT STTHTT I HHTHT, STelfeh HRTAL o 8§ F 3N
HET A3 W AT i fna|
e Noel preferred asset light and profitable businesses.

AT o FH FUT 3R ATHSRISR STTHRAT T TrATARAT S|

e Despite his vast experience in the field of marketing, administration, and
investments, group insiders say he is never one to throw his weight.

AR, wermrae, 31X frder o &7 & 3o7eh TaRITer 3157379 & STas[e, THE & 3edell Al b1
FgTT & T ag el off 319t erfeFd &1 Ue T A8l i |

e Noel has also stayed clear of speaking publicly about any succession issues, which
has earned him much credibility within the group.

AITer o fordlY 8t ST R Hath Fyeal & IR A W fas &0 q ad S A i gl s g,
St 3¢ wagg & e gl Reawaraar ems ¥

Feud in the Family

e He was also tight-lipped during the feud between his late brother-in-law Cyrus Mistry
and RNT, leading to the former’s ouster as chairman of Tata Sons in 2016 even as the
bitterness between RNT and Mistry, including that of the Shapoorji Pallonji Group (SP
Group), played out in public and in courts.

a6 379+ T Aol ARRE FAE 31T 3meerét & e & 313 & alrer off 99 3, forad ug e
T TTET T & TETET & T H 2016 H foysehraret g3, Steifer IRU=CT AR AT & s hr
hsdrge, fSTae ATl qealersi! §ag (Tad §g) o1 il FATA AT, Adelfereh §9 & 3R
Tl 7 ATHA S|
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e Prior to his appointment as Chairman of Tata Trusts, he was a trustee on the boards
of Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and Sir Ratan Tata Trust.

TTET TECH & HEYRT o & H 30a11 AT & Tgol, I8 WX SRIaST €T e 3N FT IefeT TeT
TEFHAS HUH cEN |

e These and a few other trusts together are called Tata Trusts.
ol Tl iR & 37+ ¢TeT I AT ETeT SFCH gl ST & |

e Aside from his new role at Tata Trusts, Noel currently serves on the Board of various
Tata Group companies, including as the Chairman of Trent Ltd, Tata International
Ltd, Voltas Ltd & Tata Investment Corporation Ltd and as the Vice Chairman of
Tata Steel Ltd and Titan Company Ltd.

CTET TECH H 379s1 578 AT & 37eT1al, Avel TAAT 3 FAfHe~T erer g HFafaai & S5 #
HORe fafies & aregeT & F9 F 317 erer ¥ fafies 3 emea wue s &
3YTEYET & TG 3 1 HAT A F |

e His last executive assignment was as the Managing Director of Tata International
Ltd, the trading and distribution arm of the Tata Group, between August 2010 and
November 2021, where he oversaw the company growing from a turnover of $500
million to more than $3 billion.

3eAahT 31TaeT FRIBRY g HITET 2010 ¥ AdEY 2021 & oI TTET SeIALA fAfALS & Jaer
fordere & & 3 o1, ST <rer Heg i AR 3R TIdoT ATET §, 5187 3egiet shdeil sl $500
ffaTer & sooh $3 Rfdaer @ 3iftrss i eisnaw & wry gefar |

e Noel has three children, Leah, Maya, and Neville, all of whom are trustees at various
Tata Trusts and work in Group companies in various capacities.

sruel & elter =2 8, for3m, A, 3R Afae, S wef fafdest crer crca A et € 3R wopg
Hufardt 7 e sTFAaBiT A FRIT FA & |
e Noel’'s leadership would be closely watched during this transition period, where he

would have to navigate a challenging position as Tata Trusts chairman, while not
holding any executive position at Tata Sons.

ATl 3T Acfed S8 TRAT HTel o GRTeT I A SET ST, STgT 3o¢ ICT TECH h IEALT
® H T geteiqur Ry &1 Afdeie e ghom, St & erer ow 7 1S FREFRI 9 761 W
gl

e One thing is clear, he will not be a lame duck Chairman.

Uah 9T TTE &, I8 TSR 3regey A8y gion|
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A servant of justice

Sanjiv Khanna
The next Chief Justice of India is taking charge at a time when the judiciary is waging a daily battle
with burgeoning pendency and unceasing inflow of high-stakes cases

|GS Paper II: Judiciary |
Krishnadas Rajagopal

hief Justice of India-
C designate  Sanjiv

Khanna hails from
a legacy of which the shin-
ing point was a solitary dis-
sent. That of his uncle, Jus-
tice Hans Raj Khanna, a
Supreme Court judge who
sacrificed his Chief Justice-
ship of India in 1977 to
uphold the fundamental
right of personal liberty
and rule of law in the dark
years of Emergency.

The elder Justice Khan-
na defied the then power-
ful Indira Gandhi govern-
ment in the infamous ADM
Jabalpur case or the ha-
beas corpus case, as it is
popularly known, to cham-
pion the right of citizens to
challenge preventive de-
tention without due
process.

Finding himself alone
on the five-judge Bench,
Justice Khanna had quoted
U.S. Supreme Court Chief
Justice Charles Evans
Hughes in his dissenting
opinion in 1976 that a dis-
sent in a court of last resort
is an appeal to the brood-
ing spirit of the law, to the
intelligence of a future day.

Nearly half a century la-
ter, history and time have
given Justice Sanjiv Khanna
a shot at the Chief Justice-
ship of what is one of the
most powerful Supreme
Courts in the world at a
time when bail jurispru-
dence is fighting to keep its
head above the water. The

~ea

recent past has seen jour-
nalists, activists, poets and
Opposition leaders de-
tained under controversial
laws like the Unlawful Ac-
tivities Prevention Act and
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna
takes over as the 51st Chief
Justice of India on Novem-
ber 11 for a short tenure of
six months till his retire-
ment in May 2025. He is
known as a low-profile and
strict judge —a man who
shuns the limelight and has
hardly given bytes to the
media. He will be closely
watched while steering the
course of a judiciary wag-
ing a daily battle with bur-
geoning pendency, unceas-
ing inflow of high-stakes
cases, both commercially
and politically-sensitive,
and a combative Executive
often found reluctant to
make timely judicial
appointments.

While the elder Justice
Khanna was superseded by
his junior, Justice M.H.
Beg, for Chief Justiceship
in 1977, the nephew was

Website: patrioticias.in
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ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

appointed to the Supreme
Court in 2019 over 32 judg-
es of the High Courts se-
nior to him. Justice Sanjiv
Khanna was ranked 33 in
the combined seniority of
High Court Judges on all-
India basis at the time of
his appointment as an
apex court judge.

Early career
Born on May 14, 1960, Jus-
tice Khanna began his legal
practice in the hard-boiled
atmosphere of the district
courts of the national capi-
tal in 1983. His practice co-
vered various fields includ-
ing constitutional, direct
taxation, arbitration, com-
mercial, company, land
and environmental laws in
the Delhi High Court. He
was a senior standing
Counsel for the Income-
Tax Department. He was
elevated as an Additional
Judge of the Delhi High
Court in 2005 and made a
Permanent Judge in 2006.
In the past five years as
Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice Khanna’s experience
on the Bench was varied.

D) >
=T

He was part of the Bench
headed by Chief Justice Go-
goi which heard on a Satur-
day, April 20, 2019, sexual
harassment allegations le-
velled by a former Su-
preme Court staffer against
the Chief Justice. His court
refused to intervene in a
case against the elevation
of Madras High Court
judge, Justice Lekshmana
Chandra Victoria Gowri.

Earlier this year, he
headed the Bench which
granted interim bail to
former Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal to cam-
paign in the Lok Sabha
polls, holding that his
rights to life and liberty
were sacrosanct. Recently
he made a point while
hearing petitions challeng-
ing the inclusion of ‘secula-
rism’ and ‘socialism’ in the
Preamble through the
42nd Amendment, that
secularism had always
been a part of the Constitu-
tion and was an ingredient
of its Basic Structure.

As Justice Khanna as-
sumes the duties of the
Chief Justice in the “peo-
ple’s court”, it is to be seen
if he embodies his uncle’s
words of farewell quoted
from Harold Laski’s tribute
to Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes about what makes
a great judge: “He must be
a servant of justice not its
master, the conscience of
the community and not of
its dominant interests... He
has to be in the great world
and yet aloof from it”.
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A servant of justice: Sanjiv Khanna

Chief Justice of India-designate Sanjiv Khanna hails from a legacy highlighted by a
solitary dissent from his uncle, Justice Hans Raj Khanna.

HRA & AT HET =R WIT Foatt 1 Heer Teh e & 8, S 3eTeh aren «Araefel &6
IS GeredT S ThATH ITGAT oh GaRT G gl & |

Justice Hans Raj Khanna was a Supreme Court judge who sacrificed his Chief
Justiceship of India in 1977 to uphold the fundamental right of personal liberty and the
rule of law during the Emergency.

ARIH{ T G ST ToedT Teh FHIA I 3 wATATERT & Tolegiel 1977 F ATUTThTe oh SR
SafFceTa FaaadT 3R FIAA F ATHT o Hifoleh HTABR T FATT WA & T HRA & HET
=graTeIer o U T SferereT feam|

ADM Jabalpur Case

He defied the then powerful Indira Gandhi government in the ADM Jabalpur case,
also known as the habeas corpus case, to champion the right of citizens to challenge
preventive detention without due process.

3ogieT ST ATET WIFR & FEATH ADM SR AT 3 GST GIahT ARG 3 TorT feer
3T AfohaT & AhUTe o AR T Goilcll S oh 37TRIh hr 1T 1|

Justice Khanna was alone on the five-judge Bench and quoted U.S. Supreme Court
Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes in his dissenting opinion in 1976.

SATAAT Gl el =IATENRIT 1 f13 W 31kl & 3 37gial 3191 3rdEA T & faa 7 g.uw.
FNH FIE F HET ~FrATefier a1ed vaeq egeid 1 1976 H 3eyd fohar|

He stated that a dissent in a court of last resort is an appeal to the brooding spirit of the law and
the intelligence of a future day.

3egiat el foh 3T 3Tl =araTera & gAY Hiee T RiceTeiier #Tae AR s1fasa &
&1 T gefererar T 3T & |

Current Context

Website: patrioticias.in
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Nearly half a century later, Justice Sanjiv Khanna has a chance to be the Chief Justice
of one of the most powerful Supreme Courts in the world at a time when bail
jurisprudence is struggling.

SITH T HEY 1, =ATIHIS T Tt 1 g & Had fFraerel gha St A A v &
HEY FITATN Fofol T AL AT §, ST AT Frefet GO T T o |
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The recent past has seen journalists, activists, poets, and Opposition leaders detained
under controversial laws like the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act and the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act.

BT 37 & 9l FRISAT, swfaar 3R el Aan3it «i srder arfafaferat i dwamr
rferferaar 3wl Aifeger Hr aurs srfafas S [aarerede ST & dad FREar faar
IRATEI

Tenure and Judicial Challenges

Justice Sanjiv Khanna takes over as the 51st Chief Justice of India on November 11
for a short tenure of six months until his retirement in May 2025.

AT T AT 11 AGE T 7R & 513 7T FATATENRT F T 3 FRIHR FHI, ST 370 7§
2025 H QAT ek B HElol T Teh BICT hIAehTer G149 |

He is known as a low-profile and strict judge who shuns the limelight and has hardly given bytes
to the media.

3% Ueh &hA- N5 el AR Ted FAramedier & €9 7 ST STl & it AT & 5T T 8 3 3eghat
T 1 g e ST few 8

He will be closely watched while steering the course of a judiciary facing a daily battle
with burgeoning pendency, an unceasing inflow of high-stakes cases, and a combative
Executive reluctant to make timely judicial appointments.

ﬁmmmﬁwwmmmgamﬁmmﬁmﬁamﬁ
&, ﬁ-%?réﬁ'ﬂm?ﬁa?mm,WWWWWﬁreluctantm
& 1 AP ISTS T ATHAT HT BT & |

Comparison with Uncle
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The elder Justice Khanna was superseded by his junior, Justice M.H. Beg, for Chief
Justiceship in 1977.

S FITIH{ Goodl 1 1977 H AT ~ATITLN & U & foIT 3709 S{{1ay, #Arrefet TH.O. 397
GaNT e fehel R TehaT araT |

In contrast, the nephew was appointed to the Supreme Court in 2019 over 32 judges of
the High Courts senior to him.

3@ Ao, el Fl 2019 H 3T AT & 32 aﬁwmﬁﬂeﬁa;wwmﬁ
ﬁ'gﬁ%fﬁ:m@ﬂ

Justice Sanjiv Khanna was ranked 33 in the combined seniority of High Court Judges
on an all-India basis at the time of his appointment as an apex court judge.
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TS Gt 1 T o & TAT 3= ~ATATerd & wIrATeiell & §HaT aRsSar 7 3 i 33
ot

Early Career of Justice Sanjiv Khanna

Born on May 14, 1960, Justice Khanna began his legal practice in the hard-boiled
atmosphere of the district courts of the national capital in 1983.

"o @eT FT -7 14 7S, 1960ﬁ§3ﬂ| 3ogiel 1983 H TSI JSTeTeAT & forelT =arameral &
FOI ATGIT 3 3T FIefalT AT T YT |

His practice covered various fields including constitutional, direct taxation,
arbitration, commercial, company, land, and environmental laws in the Delhi High
Court.

3oThT 37T TafdesT aYaT & therr, Toaa wdenfas, yega Y, ACITYdl, SATITRE, HY=A,
A, 3R qATaToT FTefeT AMA I, St el 320 =Ty 7 |
He was a senior standing Counsel for the Income Tax Department.

g MTYHT [THTT & ToIT aRss TUrRA ghrer I

He was elevated as an Additional Judge of the Delhi High Court in 2005 and made a
Permanent Judge in 2006.

3og 2005 # ot 3T ~arTad o FfaRed =arameier & 9 7 ggieaid fhar arar 31k 2006
H 3¢ T =rmefer s« &3 Irm|

Supreme Court Tenure
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In the past five years as a Supreme Court judge, Justice Khanna’s experience on the
Bench was varied.

AT FIE F FATATERT & &9 7 ool arr st #, ~ArHfcd Gealt 7 d1e W 3He]erd fafaer @

He was part of the Bench headed by Chief Justice Gogoi, which heard on a Saturday,
April 20, 2019, sexual harassment allegations leveled by a former Supreme Court staffer
against the Chief Justice.

a6 HET ~IATEiIer M hr 3TEALTAT arell I o e 4, f5iereT 20 3ri}er, 2019 &I Th
AR Y HET ~ITATERRT & [Tt I Gl I & HATNY SaRT T T Alef Scdged &
3R T FoTaTs |

His court refused to intervene in a case against the elevation of Madras High Court
judge, Justice Lekshmana Chandra Victoria Gowri.

3eTehT 3ETeTd o HETH 3od # 4TI & ~A1ATeder, ~Arg#fd sraor o i aadt &
elesTta & fTh Tk ATHS F T8I et & SThR X e
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Earlier this year, he headed the Bench which granted interim bail to former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to campaign in the Lok Sabha polls, holding that his rights to
life and liberty were sacrosanct.

3T W T YEHT H, 381+ 30 IS &7 Aed fohra foraet 7d Ryeelt & Feaei snfdg
mmaﬁmmgmﬁwma:ﬁvaﬁﬁ#mawmﬁgu%msﬁaﬂ
3R FgdFar & ™R gfaT |

Recently, he made a point while hearing petitions challenging the inclusion of
‘secularism’ and ‘socialism’ in the Preamble through the 42nd Amendment, stating
that secularism had always been a part of the Constitution and was an ingredient of its
Basic Structure.

BTeT 61 #, 37giel 428 TelereT & ATeH O diteaer 7 ‘esifadarar 3N wrforawar & arffer
A T IATTIT T oA TAI T TSig A1, g ] §U (o THTARIETCT g F HITETT T
fewar @1 ¢ 3 sas giaardr ey 1 v A B

Assumption of Chief Justice Duties
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As Justice Khanna assumes the duties of the Chief Justice in the “people’s court,” it is
to be seen if he embodies his uncle’s words of farewell quoted from Harold Laski’s
tribute to Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes about what makes a great judge:

SR & STt WeeT “elel & FATATAE” 7 HET FATATERr o SheiedT dhl HeATOId 8, IE SaT
g1aTT o &7 a1 3797e =TT o TaeTS o 2Teal ol HTAT & it s o A ey I3 8. o Ifcd
20es AT Y siguTafer & 3 T 7T & & AgTeT =amameiier aetet & fow &rm 3aeds ¢

“He must be a servant of justice, not its master, the conscience of the community and
not of its dominant interests... He has to be in the great world and yet aloof from it.”

“3 I T Hdeh GIo1T AGT, 3T FATHAT e, THSTT T A=l glo11 AT 7 fob 30 97T
fRat ... 38 HgTeT gfetam 31 gl =R 3 AT off 384 g Tgamr =nfew )
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Dissent in the mountains

Pashtun Tahafuz Movement

Pakistani authorities have banned the movement that has organised tens of thousands of
Pashtuns over the years, demanding protection from persecution

Priyali Prakash

he Pashtun ethnic
T community, the se-

cond-largest  de-
mographic group in Pakis-
tan, has complained about
marginalisation in the
country for decades. The
Pashtun Tahafuz Move-
ment (PTM), which tran-
slates to Pashtun Protec-
tion Movement, is a
grassroots organisation fo-
cused on the rights of the
community, especially in
the mountainous Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  province
and tribal areas. The move-
ment advocates for the
protection of the commun-
ity from persecution.

On October 6, the Pakis-
tani government banned
the PTM under anti-terror
laws, citing its involvement
in activities that are “pre-
judicial to the peace and
security of the country”.

Amnesty International
criticised the ban, calling it
an “affront on the rights to
freedom of association and
peaceful assembly in the
country”. “For years, the
Pakistani authorities have
suppressed such move-
ments from marginalised
regions by resorting to un-
lawful use of force, en-
forced disappearances,
and media bans on the cov-
erage of protests or rallies,”
Babu Ram Pant, Amnesty’s
Deputy Regional Director
for South Asia, said.

The PTM was esta-
blished in 2014 as the Mah-

sud Tahafuz Movement by
students to remove land-
mines from northern Pa-
kistan, which is home to
Pashtuns and other local
tribals. The group rose to
prominence in 2018 during
the protests against the
killing of Nageebullah
Mehsud, a young Pashtun,
by the police in Karachi.
The group rebranded itself
as the PTM, demanding
protection against extra-
judicial killings.

Hotbed of militancy

The PTM is mostly active in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
region near the Afghanis-
tan border, which has been
a hotbed of militant activi-
ties since the days of ‘Af-
ghan jihad’ in the late
1970s. The region was also
previously a part of the
Federally Administered
Tribal Areas, commonly
called FATA, which existed
until 2018.

According to an analysis
by Zainab Akhter at the
Manohar Parrikar Institute
for Defence Studies and
Analyses, New Delhi,
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“Post-9/11, the tribal areas
again came under focus as
al-Qaeda terrorists and Ta-
liban cadres fleeing Af-
ghanistan landed up there
forcing the Pakistan Army
to launch multiple opera-
tions to either eliminate or
flush out these elements.
In the days since, the
whole area dominated by
the Pashtuns has wit-
nessed armed action lead-
ing to death, deprivation,
disappearances and large-
scale displacement of civi-
lian population.” These de-
velopments led to the rise
of a group like the PTM.

The group is led by Man-
zoor Pashteen from Wazi-
ristan, who has helped
spread the movement
across Pakistan, and open
branches in other coun-
tries, such as Germany.

Mr. Pashteen was
booked on terrorism
charges in 2022 after he
criticised Pakistan’s armed
forces. He was arrested in
December 2023 after his
security guards allegedly
shot at the police.

In 2018, Mehsud’s killing

.,

G),'

inspired a wave of protests
in Pakistan, a large part of
which were led by the
PTM. The group gained
massive support from its
rallies over the years,
which were attended by
thousands who believe
that violence has des-
troyed Pashtun areas in
both Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan.

Prominent leaders of
the PTM include Ali Wazir
and Moshin Dawar, who
contested the 2018 general
election in Pakistan and
made their way to Parlia-
ment.

The latest ban on the
PTM was placed ahead of
the Pashtun National Jirga
(court), an unofficial gath-
ering that aims to “uphold
the principles of justice,
equality, and democratic
governance within the
Pashtun community”. Led
by the PTM, the three-day
“jirga” started on October
11 and invited people to
preserve the Pashtun herit-
age and be a part of a “de-
mocratic process to shape
the destiny of the nation”.

The event was held even
though the PTM was out-
lawed and was attended by
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur and Manzoor
Pashteen.

The demands of the jir-
ga included withdrawal of
Pakistani military as well as
terrorists from Pashtun-in-
habited areas within two
months.
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Dissent in the mountains

e The Pashtun ethnic community is the second-largest demographic group in
Pakistan and has complained about marginalisation for decades.

QRATER SATHT FHETT TTThETeT T GHT TN T3T TAHEAT HIHE ¢ iR Seueht & qreds(far hr
[REIRCERRGIES

Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM)

e The Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM), meaning Pashtun Protection Movement, is
a grassroots organisation focused on the rights of the community.

QRATER TPt 3Tarere (PTM), FSaent 318  SATaR HIETOT HIGIATeT, Teh AHET e USRI oY
€T higd Hel aTell grassroots IS¢l

e The movement focuses on the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province and tribal areas,
advocating for the protection from persecution.

g JHGTelel e &eT&ar Wi 3T FTorey 831 9 €21 Shigd i ¢, AR s @
& & ToIv A AT g |

Government Ban on PTM

e On October 6, the Pakistani government banned the PTM under anti-terror laws,
citing its involvement in activities prejudicial to the peace and security of the country.

6 FCaT T, TITHEATA! TIFR 1 PTM ol ITAwaTG-faNeft Fefsil & g Fica e a3 &,
TE FE §U foh T &30 1 ey X e o fore grforehress arfafaferay & enfaver )

e Amnesty International criticized the ban, calling it an affront to the rights to freedom of
association and peaceful assembly.

T SEAUAAT o TS T AT T, TH WHST T Faaaam AT anifaqer qamas
TSR & [Wes aarm|

e Amnesty's Deputy Regional Director for South Asia, Babu Ram Pant, stated that
Pakistani authorities have suppressed movements from marginalised regions using unlawful
force and media bans.

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS




www.patrioticias.in

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Formation and Prominence of PTM

9971932488

gfaror UfRIaT & fore weaied & 39-aT1 fi ereh, aTq o O = gl foh arferedrett iRt
o JSSITA aTel 8131 H JHIeTeTil &bl Jraer gof 3R AT Gfcaeit o1 3TeT ahteh aaT e gl

The PTM was established in 2014 as the Mahsud
Tahafuz Movement by students to remove landmines
from northern Pakistan.

PTM T TATY=T 2014 H AFHG AT ATarels & & H
BT GaRT 1 18 oY, TTHFT 3682 I uifehed= &
AT SAT I geT=lT AT

The group gained prominence in 2018 during

protests against the killing of Nageebullah Mehsud
by the police in Karachi.

I THE 2018 H Il & YTl SaRT AehIgedl] HEHEG ol gl o [Tt faR1eT Te et & aRret
JHET H 3T

The group rebranded itself as the PTM, demanding protection against extrajudicial
killings.

g Fag MIETeH o 9 3 06T A F1S3 G317, S ForetT GoTams & g3t & & hr F19T T 7 2T

Militancy in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
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The PTM is mostly active in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region near the Afghanistan
border, a hotbed of militant activities since the late 1970s.

PTM HET & § WX qE&eT&dT 819 H ABanfasara €11 & wehe Afshar g, ST 1970 F UF &
37 I 3Tdsard! Afafafet 1 g W@ el

The region was previously part of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
which existed until 2018.

Ig 81T Ug ol T YA STA<ITd 1T 8731 (FATA) T f&aT T, SiY 2018 deh 3fedca & 27|

According to an analysis by Zainab Akhter at the Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses, post-9/11, the tribal areas came under focus as al-
Qaeda terrorists and Taliban cadres fleeing Afghanistan landed there.

SAeTe & CaRT HeJgT IR 1417 rearet 3R FALeIwor HErer 3 weh faveivor & 34K,
9/11 % TG, AT 83T IR €ATeT chigc TohdT 1T FiTeh Iel-HTET 3Mdhardy 3R arferars

F UEEY PITALATT & HETR aﬁqgﬂ |

This forced the Pakistan Army to launch multiple operations to either eliminate or push out
these elements.
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SHeT TRl Vel 1 &g IR bl ciledl hlat & ToIT HoTeL T dTfeh 81 deal sl AT o
TcH frar 511 goh a1 18X fAenTelr 5T Ik |

e The area dominated by Pashtuns has witnessed armed action leading to death,
deprivation, disappearances, and large-scale displacement of the civilian population.

qRITeRt a1 T3 ITel 819 H T FRATS €5 ¢, Fad AT, I, TAReah AR AR
STSTET 3T 513 FHATeT TR faemaeT g3 & |

Rise of the PTM

e These developments led to the rise of a group like the PTM.
Sef faehrat & PTM S8 g & 33t T 3o Afa &

e The group is led by Manzoor Pashteen from Waziristan, who has helped spread the
movement across Pakistan and open branches in other countries, such as Germany.

SH HIHG I sicjcd HAAGY Tt SR T STl & St aeliREaret 4 &, Toegier ariehearet &
3ieTeret Hollel 7 Fag 1 3N A=t S 31 G2t 3 emd @heli|

Legal Issues and Arrest

e Mr. Pashteen was booked on terrorism charges in 2022 after he criticized Pakistan’s
armed forces.

TRCTeT ST 2022 F UTThET HEH Tell 2l el eIl it o o HTdHaIG F HRAGT H g
TR I 2|

e He was arrested in December 2023 after his security guards allegedly shot at the police.

3o¢ ReAa 2023 7 FTRTIR T 19T 519 3e7h GI&TT M1ST o 1A AN I e o) et
TS |

Impact of Mehsud’s Killing

e |n 2018, the killing of Mehsud inspired a wave of protests in Pakistan, largely led by the

PTM.
2018 H FEHG I §AT o ATt ORI Jerlait i U w16 1 IR fovam, Sra gea o d
PTM & A cd fohaT|

e The group gained massive support from its rallies over the years, attended by thousands
who believe that violence has destroyed Pashtun areas in both Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

T g aut & 319=1 AT & faeimer Gad yree ¥ @1 8, Forasd gairt after enfder § St Arerd
¢ fop far o Semaw &Yt 1 srwanfaearer 3R wifehedra et 7 sise X fear g
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Prominent PTM Leaders

e Prominent leaders of the PTM include Ali Wazir and Moshin Dawar, who contested the
2018 general election in Pakistan and made their way to Parliament.

PTM & JH@ AcT31 # 3relt a1faR 3R AT arar enfder €, [Siegiar arfenedrer & 2018 M
gﬂﬁﬁmﬁmﬁimﬁqgﬁl

Recent PTM Activities

e The latest ban on the PTM was placed ahead of the Pashtun National Jirga, an
unofficial gathering aimed at upholding justice, equality, and democratic governance
within the Pashtun community.

PTM TR gTTeaT Ifcieres FRImax I fORam & Ig el SIemmam a1dm, Sl 31", AT, 3R d2rmax
HHGTT H cllehcllT3eh ATHeT I ToATT I T 3T TG ¢ |

e Led by the PTM, the three-day jirga started on October 11, inviting people to preserve
Pashtun heritage and participate in a democratic process.

PTM EIRT ¥cfed foaham a1 it feraeiar FSIamm 11 31erga T [ g3, TS ot bt dermay
farae 1 dRfaTe et 3R AwditT Gfhar & o1rer ot & forw et favar ara|

e The event was held even though the PTM was outlawed and was attended by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur and Manzoor Pashteen.

g HAHH PTM & TSI g1t o sTars(e e faham aram ar 3R sHe det vederear &
HEIHAN 37ell 3731 ISR 3R AT Teelier AT gU

Demands of the Jirga

e The demands of the jirga included the withdrawal of the Pakistani military and
terrorists from Pashtun-inhabited areas within two months.
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WHO cagey about publishing
Meghalaya polio case details

Despite knowing the results of the case on August 12, and the follow-up results of the child's immunological profile and

virus circulation in the community before mid-September, WHO has not published the news

GS Paper IIl: S&T |
. Prasad

f India’s Health Mi-
nistry and the Megh-
alaya State govern-
ment have till date
refused to reveal all the de-
tails of the polio case in a
two-year-old boy in Megha-
laya’s West Garo Hills dis-
trict who was found with
symptoms of polio in the
first week of August this
year, the WHO too has
been cagey about making
any kind of official announ-
cement of the case till now.
On September 16, Dr Ro-
derico H. Ofrin, WHO Re-
presentative to India, told
The Hindu in an email that
the ICMR-NIV Mumbai un-
it, which is a WHO-accre-
dited polio laboratory, had
confirmed that the polio
case detected in Meghalaya
was a type-1 vaccine-de-
rived poliovirus (VDPV),
and that the ICMR lab
shared the results with the
Health Ministry, the Megh-
alaya State government
and the WHO on August 12.
He also said that CDC At-
lanta too had confirmed it
as a type 1 VDPV.
According to him, fol-
low-up tests conducted by
ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit
and surveillance con-
firmed that the immuno-
logical profile of the child
was normal and that there
was no evidence that the
virus was circulating in the
community. The follow-up
test thus confirmed that it
was not a case of immuno-
deficiency related vaccine-
derived poliovirus
(iVDPV). Since the child
was not immunocompro-
mised, the polio was
caused by the live, wea-
kened type-1 virus strain

WHQO’s deafening silence

Like the Health Ministry and the Meghalaya State
government, WHO too has not made any official
announcement of the case till date

®On August 12, the
ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit
had shared the results of
the Meghalaya polio case
with the Health Ministry,
the Meghalaya State
government, and the WHO

m Before mid-September, the
follow-up test results of the
child’s immunological profile
and virus circulation in the
community were shared with
the WHO, the Health Ministry
and the State government

B0n September 15, VWWHO told The Hindu that ths case
was a type-1 ¥DPY. WHO also said that the child was not
immunocompromised and there was no evidence of virus

circulationin the community

m Despite having | mThe Global

all the details Polio Eradication
of the case, Initiative (GPEI)
WHO has not too has remained

published the
results onits
website till date

polio case in
Meghalaya

silent about the

= On May 26,2017, WHO
posted the details about
the three Zika virus cases in
Gujarat between November
2016 and January 2017 just
11 days after the Health
Ministry informed WHO

m Zika virus was no longer in
circulation in Gujarat when
WHO published the news.
Also, like in the Meghalaya
polio case, the Health
Ministry was secretive about
the Zika cases in Gujarat

used in the bivalent oral
polio vaccine that had un-
dergone mutations and
gained the ability to cause
polio in the child who was
not fully immunised.

Since there was no evi-
dence that the virus was
circulating in the commun-
ity or isolated from healthy
community members, the
Meghalaya case is called as
VDPV type-1 and not as cir-
culating VDPV (cVDPV)

type-l.

‘Results shared’

Dr. Ofrin also said that it
generally takes three-four
weeks to assess the im-
munological profile of the
child from whom the virus
was isolated and to also as-
sess if there is any evidence
of circulation of the virus
in the community. These
assessments were complet-
ed and the results were
shared with the Health Mi-
nistry, the Meghalaya State

Website: patrioticias.in
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government, and the WHO
before September 16, ac-
cording to Dr. Ofrin’s
email.

While Dr. Ofrin had
shared all the details of the
case with The Hindu even
when the Health Ministry
had not, it is surprising
that the WHO has till date
not posted any details of
the case on its website or
made an announcement of
the case. WHO did not res-
pond to queries from The
Hindu that were emailed
on October 8 and a remin-
der email on October 15
about the delay in posting
the details of the Megha-
laya polio case on its web-
site. Like the WHO, no offi-
cial announcement of the
case has been made by the
Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI) either.
Global Polio Eradication
Initiative is a public-private
partnership led by national
governments with six

partners,
WHO.

Nearly 75 days after the
ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit
first shared the results with
the WHO on August 12 and
more than 45 days after the
immunological profile of
the child was tested and
evidence of circulation of
the virus in the community
was assessed and results
shared with the WHO, both
the WHO and the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative
have maintained radio si-
lence about the Meghalaya
polio case.

In contrast, in 2022, the
Global Polio Eradication
Initiative made an official
announcement of a type-3
circulating vaccine-derived
poliovirus (cVDPV3) case
in Israel on March 17, just
10 days after the case was
confirmed in an unvacci-
nated girl aged three years
and nine months. Similar-
ly, on July 21, 2022, an up-

including the

dated statement by the GE-
PI mentioned about a
type-2 VDPV case in New
York, U.S.

The announcement by
the GPEI was made just
three days after the U.S.
CDC was notified about the
results. While the GPEI an-
nounced the type-2 VDPV
case in New York and the
cVDPV3 case in Israel al-
most immediately, it took
45 days and 38 days, res-
pectively for the WHO’s
Disease Outbreak News to
announce them.

Though the WHO Dis-
ease Outbreak News web-
site says that as per the In-
ternational Health
Regulations (2005), “WHO
may make information on
acute public health events
available... if there is a
need for the dissemination
of authoritative and inde-
pendent information”, no
information about the
Meghalaya polio case has
been posted on the site till
date.

In contrast, on May 26,
2017, WHO posted the de-
tails in the Disease Out-
break News site about the
three Zika virus cases in
Gujarat between Novem-
ber 2016 and January 2017,
just 11 days after the Health
Ministry informed the
WHO.

Zika virus was no longer
in circulation in Gujarat
when WHO published the
news, and just like the
Meghalaya polio case, the
Health Ministry was secre-
tive about the Zika cases in
Gujarat. The question the-
refore is this: why has
WHO not shown the same
alacrity in publishing the
details of the Meghalaya
polio case?
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WHO cagey about publishing Meghalaya polio case
details (27 October)

Polio Case in Meghalaya

Agrery H NIAAY &1 AT

e India’s Health Ministry and the Meghalaya State government have till date refused to
reveal all the details of the polio case in a two-year-old boy in Meghalaya’s West Garo
Hills district who was found with symptoms of polio in the first week of August this year.

R F TAELY AT 3R AUTAT T TSR A 3 dF AUTT F IRaH7 IR few S &
ar adffar o & AiferaY AT & waft el &1 gomar Fa @ geeR g, S swad

IIE F Yg Todtg A N & aTor qre ae

e The WHO too has been cagey about making any kind of official announcement of the
case till now.

SecqUua3T & 8t 3T TF 57 A W gwR i anfraRe ahvon F@ & g REmar g

e On September 16, Dr. Roderico H. Ofrin, WHO Representative to India, told The Hindu
in an email that the ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit, which is a WHO-accredited polio
laboratory, had confirmed that the polio case detected in Meghalaya was a type-1
vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV).

16 faaaT A, 1. W var. 36N, secgquast vfafafer oma) a g g ww AT
AT o ITSHTANR-TAITSE TS HTS, SN T SecqUaHT-ATeIar qred DAY gaererren
2, 7 it iy 3 Aarerar F aram arar DAt AT egy-1 s cqeT DforaErRE
(el 21

e He also said that CDC Atlanta too had confirmed it as a type-1 VDPV.
3egiat g o Fer i WSl srearer 7 off 3¢ e 91 RANA F T A g Fr B

e According to him, follow-up tests conducted by ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit and surveillance
confirmed that the immunological profile of the child was normal and that there was
no evidence that the virus was circulating in the community.

3AF TR, HSHTANR-TANTEN HIS $HTS a7 fhT 71T Hret-3r7 gdieor AR ferrei &
gfte $1 o a2 Fr gfoRatcrns Nesd Feea Y 3 a8 BF araww & e & boe w1
IS YHTOT STET AT

e The follow-up test thus confirmed that it was not a case of immunodeficiency related
vaccine-derived poliovirus (iVDPV).

$H TFR, Bat-377 9aTor o gite 1 fF 78 srgf e wafta dewde-sgeaes
faard (3rédiSidid) w1 AT @ an
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Since the child was not immunocompromised, the polio was caused by the live,
weakened type-1 virus strain used in the bivalent oral polio vaccine that had
undergone mutations and gained the ability to cause polio in the child who was not fully
immunized.

Ifer Tear afavetr # FASR 78t 41, N 1 FRr aEdee e qifeay dader & sughr
fFe are Shfaa, AR eE9-1 arRE €2 @ 1, forae seafaeder 8 aram o 3k foree ot
TE T AFHIOT 7 fFT 7T g2 & AT IcqeT FIA Y &77d1 Ired T off ot

Since there was no evidence that the virus was circulating in the community or isolated
from healthy community members, the Meghalaya case is called as VDPV type-1 and
not as circulating VDPV (cVDPV) type-1.

G AR & WHEr H B A1 Ty AETAS HeTT § T g1 HT 1§ THTT ¢ T,
safaT FuTery & AT F AN <39-1 F7 1 § 3 38 FFAfET A (Fefisiehe)
TIEY-1 18T FT AT B

Results shared
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gfoTe grE R e

Dr. Ofrin also said that it generally takes three-four weeks to assess the immunological
profile of the child from whom the virus was isolated and to also assess if there is any
evidence of circulation of the virus in the community.

31, 3B R o g 8t FgT F 3THAN W IR F1 37a1 T 70 23 HY gfawecams Nesa
T ATl FaA AR Ig STeral K flet @ TR FodTe o § & 91 Fogery & a3 & efat 1
HIE THTOT |

These assessments were completed, and the results were shared with the Health
Ministry, the Meghalaya State government, and the WHO before September 16,
according to Dr. Ofrin’s email.

ST, 3NBRET & $AT F 3TAR, T ArFoler Q&1 v &, 3 7Rome 16 Adaw F gga Faeew

HATET, AT T AIHR I Seequasit & 1o AreA e aw )|

While Dr. Ofrin had shared all the details of the case with The Hindu even when the
Health Ministry had not, it is surprising that the WHO has till date not posted any details
of the case on its website or made an announcement of the case.

sraf o1 INERT F Tt AT &1 RAawor 77 /g3 arer wrs R o, 781 a& & e Fareey
HATTT F TAT 781 T AT, Ig Imeadoreia ¢ fF Seoquaait @ e % 379+l dquEe Wy
AT FT HIS Faor give 7 a1 & a1 57 AT Hralwom agt A g

WHO did not respond to queries from The Hindu that were emailed on October 8 and a
reminder email on October 15 about the delay in posting the details of the Meghalaya
polio case on its website.
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SecqUA3N A 7 RZEART 8 T I At 1T $A iR 15 Irargay H ATy Giferd) A &
faaRor &Y 3Tl deuTEe W e e H S F IR A RASS $AT F1 a9 7€ |

e Like the WHO, no official announcement of the case has been made by the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) either.

SeeqUa 3 I G, Tdlad Gifal e Tgd (SIS3ms) gany off Arra Ay ;18 anfarwes
BIYoT & Fr S B

e Global Polio Eradication Initiative is a public-private partnership led by national
governments with six partners, including the WHO.

Afed ¢ GTSieRT & 9Ty Faifad gy

e Nearly 75 days after the ICMR-NIV Mumbai unit first shared the results with the WHO
on August 12 and more than 45 days after the immunological profile of the child was
tested and evidence of circulation of the virus in the community was assessed and
results shared with the WHO, both the WHO and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
have maintained radio silence about the Meghalaya polio case.

IMTEHTHIR-TAINTEA HEE SIS GART 12 I Y SecqUa3 & A TR |91 fFe Sma
& Frsrar 75 e a1 3R = i wfoRaTens Wwrse F waror 3K wHE # arRE ¥ He
& THTOT & 3Taheret A TROTAT 1 Seegquasit F A1 @3 fFe S & 45 et & arferes wo
aTg, 3t seequasit i Telae N 3w E Tger  AuTery N A F I 7 godt
qaTT T |

In contrast

9% faudia

e |n 2022, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative made an official announcement of a
type-3 circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV3) case in Israel on March 17,
just 10 days after the case was confirmed in an unvaccinated girl aged three years and nine
months.

2022 , Tl DAY I Tgel o 17 AT hl SIS H Ueh TFY-3 FHa fear dFdiT-3Res
QA= (cVDPV3) AT T 3TRIR Givor 61, Y 91T &t ofeme e arer a1t 7

iy areht ¥ e ¥ 10 et a3 7S o

e Similarly, on July 21, 2022, an updated statement by the GEPI mentioned about a type-
2 VDPV case in New York, U.S.

Y I, 21 [ATE, 2022 H, SENIHTE & Tk HUSS AT H AT, T,TH. 3 T e1FY-2
A AT T 3o AT T

e The announcement by the GPEI was made just three days after the U.S. CDC was
notified about the results.
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e While the GPEI announced the type-2 VDPV case in New York and the cVDPV3 case in
Israel almost immediately, it took 45 days and 38 days, respectively, for the WHO'’s
Disease Outbreak News to announce them.

STe1 SEIHTS o 7> H <1592 ST ATH 3R SIS F cVDPV3 HTH T ofaTsHaT il
ENYOTT Y &1 oY, I6T Secqua3it T f3SieT M3eas e I 3¢ TNV el H HAM: 45 feaT
3R 38 faaT ereT a1 |

e Though the WHO Disease Outbreak News website says that as per the International
Health Regulations (2005), “WHO may make information on acute public health events
available... if there is a need for the dissemination of authoritative and independent
information,” no information about the Meghalaya polio case has been posted on the site
till date.

glellieh Seequat fBSfisr 3m3eas ot A9arse el ¢ foh Haisdry Fareey fagaraeh
(2005) & 3TTER, "3TR FTATOIR 3R EIAT STTThRT o FHR T JTTRTehdT &1 ol Ssog U3l
AT ATaotfoeh TAELY AT IR SATABRY 3TcTsY T TohdlT &, T off 3197 T Aurery

NIt ATHA & TR H g ATTRRT 1SC W IS T8l T 315 ¢

e In contrast, on May 26, 2017, WHO posted the details on the Disease Outbreak News
site about the three Zika virus cases in Gujarat between November 2016 and
January 2017, just 11 days after the Health Ministry informed the WHO.

g AU, 26 HE, 2017 FT SeeJUANAT o 3T TSSfloT HT3CHP wgoT AT T AT H
AgaY 2016 3R FTaH 2017 F T & A ST IIT AT F7 FFIT0T e R, TaTEw
HATCA GART Seog UM &l STeTeh T ¢t & A 11 T a1¢ |

e Zika virus was no longer in circulation in Gujarat when WHO published the news, and
just like the Meghalaya polio case, the Health Ministry was secretive about the Zika
cases in Gujarat.

SIS SecqUA3N o Tg T FehlTRICT Y AT, T ISRTe H SfiehT arIRH 37 Felefed H 76T 4T, 3R
FeTer o) ATHA 1 g TAELT HATCIT ST F ST AT & aR & 8 e |

e The question therefore is this: why has WHO not shown the same alacrity in publishing
the details of the Meghalaya polio case?
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What does H5N1 virus in cattle, humans portend?

|GS Paper lll: S&T

Vinod Scaria

Bani Jolly

The emergence of a new
clade of Avian Influenza
HS5N1 (2.3.4.4b) in late
2020 has led to a swift and
widespread global out-
break, carried by migrato-
ry birds. Since then, the
highly contagious clade
has spread quickly across
the world causing wides-
pread mortality among
birds. The outbreak is esti-
mated to have killed mil-
lions of birds and the virus
has infected over 200
mammalian species in-
cluding humans.

A surprising twist oc-
curred in March 2024,
when avian influenza was
detected in cattle in the
U.S. Farmers had noticed a
drop in milk production as
early as January, but it was
not until later that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) confirmed avian in-
fluenza H5N1 as the cause.

The initial  outbreak,
caused by a sublineage that
was identified in Texas,
spread rapidly, impacting
100 herds by mid-June. It
has since expanded to over
330 herds across 14 states.
A preprint posted in May,
which extensively analysed
early genome sequences
from the outbreak, sug-
gested that the sublineage
of the virus (B3.13) was like-
ly introduced to cattle
through poultry, possibly
in late last year.

Remaining undetected

It remained undetected for
nearly four months before
being confirmed by the US-
DA. Recent studies in expe-
rimental settings suggest
that the virus can infect
cattle when administered
through both aerosol and
intramammary  routes.
With its continued spread
among mammals, the out-
break shows no signs of
slowing down, raising sig-

Closed group: There has been no documented human-to-human
transmission of the virus so far. ap

nificant concerns. If the vi-
rus becomes endemic in
mammals, it could create
numerous opportunities
for the virus to evolve and
optimise its transmission.
Human infections from
the outbreak in cattle were
first noted as early as April
2024 in Texas. Since then,
26 cases have been report-
ed in California, Colorado,
Michigan, Missouri, and
Texas. Among them, 15 in-
dividuals had direct expo-
sure to infected -cattle,

while 10 had contact with
infected poultry. However,
a case reported in Missouri
in September had no
known exposure to infect-
ed animals, and this re-
mains a puzzle. The CDC
confirmed that the Missou-
ri patient had avian in-
fluenza A(H5NI1) based on
blood test results. Serology
tests on close contacts did
not indicate further hu-
man transmission. A hou-
sehold contact of the pa-
tient showed weak signs of

potential exposure but did
not meet the WHO criteria
for confirmed infection.

There are concerns that
the reported numbers may
represent only a small por-
tion of the actual cases, as
human testing for the virus
is not widespread, and ac-
cess to tests remains limit-
ed. However, early sero-
surveillance studies on li-
mited numbers of exposed
individuals suggest that
while the overall preva-
lence of H5N1 infections
has been low, the risk in-
creases with close and pro-
longed exposure to infect-
ed animals or
contaminated
environments.

According to the CDC,
the risk of infection with
avian influenza H5N1 for
humans not directly work-
ing with cattle or poultry
remains low. However, we
are still navigating unchart-
ed territory with this virus.
So far, there has been no

documented human-to-hu-
man transmission, and ge-
nome sequences do not
show any signs of the virus
adapting to spread bet-
ween humans.

Despite the current
calm, caution is necessary
as spillover events in both
cattle and humans conti-
nue to rise and the virus
continues to evolve and
adapt.

The wastewater surveil-
lance programme in the US
supplements conventional
surveillance methods to
provide early warnings.
Genomic surveillance
could enable timely inter-
ventions, enhance disease
monitoring, and improve
preparedness by identify-
ing potential risks early, es-
pecially if the virus evolves
to allow efficient human-
to-human transmission.
(Vinod Scaria is a senior
consultant and Bani Jolly is
a senior scientist at Karki-
nos Healthcare)

What does H5N1 virus in cattle, humans portend?

e The emergence of a new clade of Avian Influenza H5N1 (2.3.4.4b) in late 2020 has led
to a swift and widespread global outbreak, carried by migratory birds.

2020 o 37T & TfATT SeFUSIT H5N1 (2.3.4.4b) T Teh 73T FAS 3 8, fo e Fart afgrat
@RI theld §T et HR A9 dfReeh IohIT 1 HROT =11 |

e Since then, the highly contagious clade has spread quickly across the world causing
widespread mortality among birds.

mﬁ,mmmﬁmmﬁﬁﬁmgmﬁmﬂww
|

e The outbreak is estimated to have killed millions of birds and the virus has infected
over 200 mammalian species including humans.

S ThIT & FHIOT HUST TTEET hT 7 1 3TTAT & 3R I o 200 & 31foF Faareary
oo, foraet asysa off ennfder 8, ol Tshiaa fehar g |
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Detection in Cattle

e A surprising twist occurred in March 2024, when avian influenza was detected in cattle

in the U.S.
AT 2024 H Teh 3L SToleh FIS 3T, ST AT ForelUat HIF Mo HARFT 7 amai &
91T 37T |

e Farmers had noticed a drop in milk production as early as January, but it was not until
later that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) confirmed avian influenza H5N1 as
the cause.

feraTatt o SteradY ¥ €Y g SeuTeet # FRIEE &7 T ST AT, At 916 # 81 ¥ Tod FI
fa81maT (USDA) & 30 FHROT & §9 H YT FI|

Spread and Impact

e The initial outbreak, caused by a sublineage that was identified in Texas, spread
rapidly, impacting 100 herds by mid-June.

TR T3 TehId, ST SFETH 3 UglTel T Ueh 3Y-F oh N UT AT, Toil & tholl, iR ST & ALT dF
100 FET Y T feha|

e It has since expanded to over 330 herds across 14 states.
S8 a1C I8 14 W31 7 330 F IfaF st A e g

e A preprint posted in May, which extensively analysed early genome sequences from
the outbreak, suggested that the sublineage of the virus (B3.13) was likely introduced to
cattle through poultry, possibly in late last year.

#E A OrEe fohT 10 T e A Tehid & TR TS St 3regshat a1 faecd fagaivor fohar, foraa
T Tl {3 aTRA T 39-927 (B3.13) HAT: ool ATl & 31T 7 dYed) & ATeTs J a3y &
T I AT

Remaining Undetected

e |t remained undetected for nearly four months before being confirmed by the USDA.
T USDA aRT YTSe fohT SiTel & Ugel SITY3T IR HENl Ieh AT T

e Recent studies in experimental settings suggest that the virus can infect cattle when
administered through both aerosol and intramammary routes.

T AT 37 gTer 1 3T AT YT &t & 1o ATAH 1T bt el Y sedteail
TR & FATETH F YA [hT ST I T AT X AT L |

Ongoing Concerns
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e With its continued spread among mammals, the outbreak shows no signs of slowing
down, raising significant concerns.

FATUTRET 7 58S R halTa & A1, T AT 81 & 1S Tl o781 fowr W &, foree
FgcaquT A 9¢ W&

e |[f the virus becomes endemic in mammals, it could create numerous opportunities for
the virus to evolve and optimize its transmission.

e aRRE Tt 7 TR g1 AT §, O I8 aRd & AT 3R 38 GhaAvT S
IR Lot o ToIT &g 3TTET HaT X HehelT 8

e Human infections from the outbreak in cattle were first noted as early as April 2024 in
Texas.

AT H YhIT § AT HHAOT T g olT HTHAT 2024 F 3r8er F SF0T & QT I137|

e Since then, 26 cases have been reported in California, Colorado, Michigan, Missouri,
and Texas.

a9 ¥, hfawfear, sraRmE), Afee, fE), 3l eaaw 7 26 AAA o TFw e

e Among them, 15 individuals had direct exposure to infected cattle, while 10 had contact
with infected poultry.

goTH U 15 SATFAAN hY Heh (AT AT o AL HAYeh F 37Td ohT 377379 AT, STaIfeh 10 T HshiAd
Aed! @ 69 AT

e However, a case reported in Missouri in September had no known exposure to infected
animals, and this remains a puzzle.

grenifen, Rdex 7 fAAT 7 Raie fonam = veh AT S fAd STetart & wue & w781 3113, 3R
TE T Tl S g F

e The CDC confirmed that the Missouri patient had avian influenza A(H5N1) based on
blood test results.

CDC & gfSe &t o fAaRy i1 q9f Tt aiaror & aRomat & 3R o efa= swredat
A(H5N1) & HehiHd 2Tl

e Serology tests on close contacts did not indicate further human transmission.
fehe Tueh I ATl THTUTY & 3779Y & HTeTd HIROT T Hohd a1 ¢ T|

e A household contact of the patient showed weak signs of potential exposure but did not
meet the WHO criteria for confirmed infection.

VT o Teh B HUh o HATTAT T o FHAAR Hhel [GETT, Afehe] 38 IS fehT 1T HehaAOT
& fIT WHO ATES ! X1 o181 feham|

Concerns About Underreporting

e There are concerns that the reported numbers may represent only a small portion of the
actual cases, as human testing for the virus is not widespread, and access to tests
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remains limited.
Rare & o RO U 30 G&AT g aed{de ATHGT ol Ueh SIeT [T &1 Iahd! &, FA1Tah
HITd TETT IH & fore saraeh 71 §, 3R adierolt e ugw WA 8

However, early serosurveillance studies on limited numbers of exposed individuals
suggest that while the overall prevalence of H5N1 infections has been low, the risk
increases with close and prolonged exposure to infected animals or contaminated
environments.

glelifeh, MTAT T&AT A Tueh A 3T At IR IR ek TRAIH TN eI Tg G &l &
o STafeh HSN1 TShAUTT Y el Tereled S TQT &, STRH Heh A STIeTaRT IT TG ITcATaROT
e 3R Srerrors Tush 7 3T A Tgar 2|

CDC Guidelines

According to the CDC, the risk of infection with avian influenza H5N1 for humans not
directly working with cattle or poultry remains low.

CDC & 378N, AT IT Glel o Iy WY H1a o hled dlel HJsAT & ToIT Tiaael getFefTsit
HSN1 & HhfA glet T SNTRH o Io1T E3T ¢ |

However, we are still navigating uncharted territory with this virus.

gTeriTeh, a7 37917 8T 5 IRy & |1 Ao AT H ST &

So far, there has been no documented human-to-human transmission, and genome
sequences do not show any signs of the virus adapting to spread between humans.

319 I, IS # aTATdolIhd HId § ATST HAIVT AT G371 &, 3R ST 31eThal & Tg Hehl
oTe1 TArerel foh arae AreTal & e thefat o T 3ejehford 81 w8 |

Ongoing Risks
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Despite the current calm, caution is necessary as spillover events in both cattle and
humans continue to rise and the virus continues to evolve and adapt.

T AT & STa]G, VAT 3T ¢ Fiieh AT IR FHefsat 7 RBaaraitay ge=v gec
ST YT 8 3R arerd e fe 3R g giar s aEr g |

The wastewater surveillance programme in the US supplements conventional
surveillance methods to provide early warnings.

YT T HARFT 7 AT & e Y R gt TRaRe: FereiT fa et &t qeas aear
g arfer YR Samafaar vere i s T
Genomic surveillance could enable timely interventions, enhance disease monitoring,

and improve preparedness by identifying potential risks early, especially if the virus
evolves to allow efficient human-to-human transmission.
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SAAF AIREA TAT 9 gTA8TT I T&TH X Tohll &, START hl Te1IRTe1T ol TGT hell 8,
3R HeTTaeT STEHAT S TR Tgret ieh ATRAT 7 FUR o Fehell 8, A &9 & I

IRIY ATAT § ATTd TIUT ol G&TH T & oI AR AT aIaT & |

|GS Paper lII: impact of Climate Change |

Human factor

Is there any evidence of
animal evolution in
response to
environmental changes
caused by humans?

A new study has found
that New Zealand’s native
stoneflies have changed
colour in response to
human-driven
environmental changes.
Researchers from the
University of Otago
provide arguably the
world’s most clear-cut case
of animal evolution in
response to change made
by humans. They found
the stonefly taking a
different colour due to
deforestation. Insects and
small animals have evolved
to achieve warning colours
that mimic those of a

Y
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poisonous forest species to
escape from predators.
The researchers found that
stoneflies that mimic a
related, toxic species
repeatedly changed colour
in response to forest loss
and shifts in predation
pressure. “The removal of
forests since humans
arrived has removed the
poisonous species. As a
result, in deforested
regions the mimicking
species has abandoned
this strategy — as there is
nothing to mimic — instead
evolving into a different
colour,” Dr. Jon Waters, a
co-author of the study said
in a release.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

Human factor

° Is there any evidence of animal
evolution in response to environmental
changes caused by humans?

FIT AT GaART 3cTe IGO0 IRaesl &
StaTe #H ae] fasTe 1 1S TAToT B

° A new study has found that New
Zealand’s native stoneflies have changed

colour in response to human-driven
environmental changes.

Teh T A o U1 & fob 7alteds
T T AFATSS o1 AleTd GaRT IR
qATaoiT IRad=T & STard & 31 deof foram
gl

° Researchers from the University of
Otago provide arguably the world’s most
clear-cut case of animal evolution in
response to change made by humans.

Jrern frafagarey & uwast J AT
GaRT fehT aTT IREcTel o STare 7 99 fasmra
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T QAT GAT hT HH TISE HTHAT T T B |
e They found the stonefly taking a different colour due to deforestation.
3ogiel 9T b TSIATATS o gef HeTS o hIUT Ueh 3791 T of [T g

e Insects and small animals have evolved to achieve warning colours that mimic those
of a poisonous forest species to escape from predators.

#$13 3R BT FART A FRAFRIT T T F v Ader o7 gofay & FI $r e Flet & fovw
Adras) @it A e AT Far gl

e The researchers found that stoneflies that mimic a related, toxic species repeatedly
changed colour in response to forest loss and shifts in predation pressure.

QRT3 & I foh St T IAelTs Ueh Hafard, e weifa i el 3 &, Ieaia aol &
JhdTe 3R fAFR & garg & deerd & STare # TR-aR 3T Feell|

® “The removal of forests since humans arrived has removed the poisonous species.
“HTAGT o TITHA & F1E T STl AT AT fatter Tt Sl TATCT T AT |

e As aresult, in deforested regions, the mimicking species has abandoned this strategy — as
there is nothing to mimic — instead evolving into a different colour,” Dr. Jon Waters, a co-

author of the study said in a release.

g% TRUTHETET, IeT HE 8131 H, Fchel el dTell Tl of 3T 0T l D5 fear g —
FAIfeh el X & AT Fo 781 § — e v raer o1 3 R Y 918, e & T
oI B1. SileT dleX o Ueh O faaIfed & g
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